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ie the standard debates of the English Parlia- 
ment. It was now in the hands of a man who had 
a head, and who had capital, to carry iton. And 
this new scheme was but for two sessions. Our 
debates were to be published mixed up with any 
editorial matter which it might be thought desirable 
to introduce—to be mixed up with all the matters 
of the press. He happened to say the other day 
that a voltigeur was a nimble fellow, who would 
sometimes jump on a horse, and hold on by the 
mane. He was reported as saying, that a volti- 

ur was a singular fellow, who jumps up and 
ca on by the reins. Why, he would then turn 
the Gorse round, and be carried into the midst of 
his enemies. 

But was not this a scheme to found a partisan 

ress? And if it is a speculation of that kind, we 
were called on to subscribe eighteen thousand dol- 
lars to build it up. And we were required to give 
circulation to its sentiments by subscribing ‘for 
thirty-two copies, weekly and daily. This was a 
large subscription. And these speeches were not 
to be revised by the speakers, not by a single 
member; and in this crude and unsanctioned form, 
they were to be sent to all the presses of the coun- 
try. Ifthe scheme was one to operate on the other 
partisan papers, we should not only be aiding the 
press here, but promoting its party objects in the 
country. The same papers which contained our 
debates would also contain full editorials; the pa- 
pers would be distributed by our sanction, and all 
the partisan matter they contained would pass with 
our endorsement. It would be argued that Con- 
gress supported the publication, and the sentiments 
of the editor would be received as part of the pro- 
ceedings. In offering these remarks, he was not 
influenced by any political considerations. He 
had endeavored to establish a standard of debates. 
The work was going on. The contract had been 
complied with. Any member of Congress going 
home will find there a perfect report of his speeches. 

It would not be in our power to break up this 
work. We might cut off five thousand now, and 
ten thousand another time, but it would survive 
theseamputations. It had disturbed no one’s poli- 
tics. No man here or elsewhere, now or hereaf- 
ter, would be able to say what was its political 
bias. ‘Then it was the pride and boast_.of its pro- 
prietor to keep it free from party matter; and no 
man, a thousand years hence, would be able to 
say what were the politics of its publisher. It was 
anational work, the object and effect of which was 
to diffuse throughout the whole country accurate 
intelligence of the opinions expressed by Congress 
as to the measures of the Government. 

Where was the establishment of this ‘* Doctor 
Houston??? Where was this person who was to 
be put forward to break up the establishment of 
Messrs. Blair & Rives? They had complied with 
their contract: they had given bonds in a large 
amount. What security would the Senate have 
that this stranger would fulfil his engagement? 
Never until now had he (Mr. B.) had the oppor- 
tunity to give his —_ of the Congressional 
Globe—of its nationality of character—of the man- 
ner in which it had been prepared. He had em- 
braced this occasion to do so, and he would now 
move that the resolution be referred to a select 
committee, to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing this contract; and he would on this occa- 
nen electioneer to be appointed one of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PEARCE rose to correct an error into which 
the Senator from Missouri had fallen with reference 
to his resolution to the Committee on the Library. 
Che committee had made no report on that resolu- 
tion. All the members of the committee were in 
favor of some measure; but they were rather in 
favor of having sworn reporters, who should be 
officers of the Senate. On looking back to the 
panel however, they discovered that this subject 

id been so frequently brought before Congress, 
Without success, that they did not make their 
opinion. They were certainly in favor of sworn 
reporters ‘There was no report from a committee. 
He had himself offered a resolution, but it was his 
Own act, not on the part of the committee. Rapid 





i had printed as many as three, if not four numbers 


| Be 
and correct reports would be a disideratum—much 
| more important than the names of the bills which 


produced the discussion. He did not know that 
the difficulty had yet been entirely overcome, al- 
though, as to his case, he must say that the reports 
in the Congressional Globe had been not merely | 
impartial, but exceedingly liberal. He did not 
know that the speeches could be reported in full by 


| the morning, but in the Appendix they were to be 


found correct. If any Senator expected to be fully | 
reported, he will be required to pay for it. If any- 
thing could be done to bring about a beneficial 
change in the system, it should be done. He re- 
peated that he had no cause for complaint as to the 
manner in which he had been reported. 

Mr. BENTON said he understood the Senator || 
from Maryland did not offer the resolution referred | 
to in his capacity of chairman of the Committee on 
the Library? 

Mr. HANNEGAN said the Senator from Mis- 
souri had done him no more than justice in exon- 
erating him from participating in any scheme for 
the next Presidency, or any other. The simple 
object which he had in view in presenting the reso- 
lution was to procure full, accurate, and impartial | 
reports of the debates in the Senate. Hitherto | 
they had not been able to obtain such reports. It || 
was of great importance that a full and correct re- | 
cord should be made of the interestingsand impor- | 
tant debates—such as that of the preceding even- 
ing—which were at present allowed to pass to 
oblivion. It was impossible for the speakers to | 
furnish such reports. It was not in the power of | 
the human mind to recall, with the accuracy re- |, 
quired in an authentic record, the words spoken in | 
debate. Never had he heard nobler sentiments | 
fall from human lips than he heard last night. || 
But they must be lost. There was no one to re- 
port them. Nor was it to be expected that re- || 

orters could sit through the day and the night. || 

he aid of stenographers was ialtiepeneable, As || 
to the practicability of the plan, it had been abun- || 
dantly established. He had before him a volume 
of the London Times, containing full and com- | 
plete reports of the debates in Parliament. F're- 
quently Parliament sat from five o’clock in the 
afternoon till four or five o’clock next morning; )) 
and yet the debates were given in full, and pub || 
lished in the morning paper three hours after the |) 
adjournment. He had the most friendly feelings || 
towards Blair & Rives, and towards Messrs. | 
Gales & Seaton. They knew him too well to sup- || 
pose him capable of intending to injure them: and || 
the proposed plan, instead of inflicting any injury || 
upon those “eet would benefit them by | 
saving them the expense of reporting in the Senate. 
He wished to secure full and prompt reports of || 
Senate debates. Sometimes the **Globe"’ was two || 
or three weeks in arrears of the proceedings and | 
debates. [Mr. BENTON. Oh! no.] Then he || 
(Mr. H.) was strangely mistaken. One of the |! 
editors of the ‘‘Globe”’ was present in the Cham- || 
ber, and he (Mr. H.) was quite willing to refer to || 
him for the accuracy of the statement that the } 
‘¢ Globe” did not keep up with the debates, . 1 
| 
i 


He had said all he intended to say, but he again 
disclaimed any improper motives.* 

Mr. ATCHISON expressed a hope that the 
Senator from Missouri and the Senator from In- | 
diana would be appointed as a committee to report || 
at the next session. I} 
Mr. BENTON hoped the Senator from Indiana || 
would be on the committee, to sift this business to |, 
the bottom. | 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he could not refuse. _|| 

Mr. BENTON said he had never electioneered 
for an office before, but he would now for the Sen- 
ator from Indiana. 

Mr. ATCHISON wished to exempt the Senator || 
from one imputation. He was certainly no candi- 
date for the Presidency. 

Mr. BENTON explained that Blair & Rives 














* Mr. Hanneoan was in error if he meant the Concres- 
SIONAL GLOBE ; but correct, ifhe meant the wh 
contains the finished speeches, written out or revised by 
the members themselves.—Eps, 


| were not now furnished. 


| pursued only as regards prominent 


in a week; while at other:times, when the proceed- 
ings of the week would not occupy more, the 

only published one in a week. The cedennisnt- 
ing with them was, that they should publish as 
fast as they had matter to fillanumber. But time 
was precious; and although he felt that he should 
be justified in taking up any amount of time on 


| this subject, he would forbear from making any 


further remarks. 

Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON was sure that the 
Senator from Missouri would do him the justice 
to acknowledge that the sole object he (Mr. J.) 
had in view was to obtain fair and full reports of 
the Senate debates, which every one must admit 
As to the impractica- 
bility of the proposition, the Senator from Mis- 
souri was ahewother mistaken. He (Mr. J.), had 
visited Europe two years since, and had attended 
the House of Commons for a week. The debates 
were given next morning in the morning papers, 
word for word. 

Mr. BENTON. Only the principal speakers 
are thus reported in London. A time was fixed 
for any great debate, and the reporters came for a 
great job. It was the great night debates. 

Mr. JOHNSON could inform the Senator that he 
was mistaken. The whole debate was given. Fif- 
teen or twenty reporters were employed, who re- 
lieved each other every twenty minutes. The same 
thing could be done here with equal facility. It 
was well known that everybody was not reported 
here. Those were most accurately reported, who 
had the time and industry to report themselves, 
and amongst that number was his friend from Mis- 
souri. He could not suffer from any mode of report- 
ing! As tothe objectian that the reports would be 
published in party papers, it was altogether futile. 


|| One of the objects of the proposition was to correct 


the present partial system of reporting in the polit- 
ical papers. He appealed to the good sense of the 
Senator from Missouri, and hoped that he would 
acquiesce in the decision of a majority of the body, 
and not carry his threat of ** speaking out the ses- 
sion, in order to put the proposition down.”’ As to 
a committee, that would be equivalent to a defeat 
of the project. The object was to make arrange- 
ments for next session, and they must be made 
during the recess. 

Mr. BENTON said he did not propose to speak 
to the end of the session. He had a right to ask 
for a committee on this subject, under the parlia- 
mentary rule. There had been no report from any 
committee. In a money point of view, embracing 
an expenditure of $18,000, besides the amount of 
the subscription, it ought to pass through the ex- 


amination of acommittee. Limiting himself to the 


money view of the case under the parliamentary 
rule, a committee must look into it. Somehow or 
other we had of late fallen into the practice of vo- 
ting away $10,000, $20,000, or $30,000, by a mere 
resolution. It was very different when he first 
took his seat on this floor. He had a parliament- 
ary objection to this running such a measure 
through, without the report of a committee, and in 
a single morning, when the rules of this body re- 


| quire that no bills appropriating money shail be 


passed through two stages in one ay so that he 
had a right to ask for three days for the passage of 
this resolution. Wasitnotso? - 

The VICE PRESIDENT here read the rule re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BENTON resumed. It was exactly as he 
had supposed. It would require the resolution to 
take the form, and go through the stages of a bill. 
The rule was made to protect the contingent fund 
from being pluatenek by sudden resolutions. 
He had only a word to say to the Senator from 
Maryland. Whenever there was a great debate 
in Parliament, the daily papers in London, for the 
pu of selling one hundred thousand extra 
copies of their paper, went to the expense of a 
double or treble set of r rs. Each took fifteen 
minutes, at the end of which time, with the aid of 

| his notes and his memory, he was able to report 
every word of the debate.~ But this system was 
speakers. 


to the rnembers who were engaged in the drudgery 
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of business, working all day in Parliament, there 
were no such reports of what they did or said. 
Mr. R. JOHNSON replied, that the immediate 
question before the Senate was, whether we should 
refer the resolution to a committee? The rule 


which had been referred to related only to the read- | 


ing of bills. He referred the Senator from Mis- 
souri to two cases of bills—one, the act of May 
jast, granting the appropriation of men and mone 
for the war, and the other, the tariff act of 1846; 
in both of which cases, the reference to a commit- 
tee had been refused. On one of these questions of 
reference, the Senator from Missouri voted against 
the motion. On the tariff act he did not vote. 

Mr. BENTON stated that the rule was of recent 
origin, and waa made for the purpose of protect- 
ing the contingent fund, to guard the contingent 
fund of this body; and that, with this purpose in 
view, it was required that these appropriations 
should be granted in the form of a bill. c one of 
the cases referred to by the Senator from Mary- 
land, (the wer bill of May last,) the bill had un- 
dergone the examination of a committee before it 
came fromthe House. Hesaw the Military Com- 
mittee early in the morning, and came into the 
Senate with the bill as it had been examined. As 
to the tariff act, it appropriated no money from the 
treasury, particularly not from the contingent fund. 
Now, we had to fall back on the parliamentary 
law, and it was for this reason he had moved to 
refer the resolution to a select committee. 

Mr. BADGER asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion, and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative: Yeas 19, nays 29. 

Mr. CHALMERS then rose and said, that, 
having voted against the reference, he desired to 
state the reason which had induced him to do so. 
The Library Committee, of which he was a mem- 
ber, were last year unanimously in favor of the 
appointment of a corps of reporters, who should 
sustain the character of officers of the body. The 
great difficulty was on the score of the expense 
necessary to secure the services of a competent 
corps. He, himself, was in favor of employing the 
corps of reporters, cost what it might. : 
mittee were informed by Messrs. Blair & Rives 
that the compensation proposed by the Senator 
from Missouri would not be adequate to enable 
them to furnish reports so ample as was desired by 
the committee. 

resented themselves, and with the detail of which 
. would not trouble the Senate, prevented the 


The com- | 


| him to have a chance with others. 


Mr. R. JOHNSON asked if the Senator from | 
Missouri desired to say, that if a resolution had | 


been offered, received, and discussed, it would have } who did work for the United States. 
to go back, in order to be introduced again, accord- || had to do his work first, and then he was wo 


ing to the forms he had indicated ? 

Mr. BENTON replied that the rule of the Sen- 
ate was for the protection of the contingent fund— 
to give time for us to reflect on what was going on. 
That rule had been violated. The resolution ought 
to have taken its place on the calendar. It was ir- | 
regularly, illegally brought under the cognizance 
of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. That was not a joint | 
resolution. Had notany Senator a right to submit 
a resolution ? | 

Mr. BENTON. This rule was made to prevent | 
this body from taking money out of the contingent | 
fund without proper deliberation. It was a rule of | 
recent origin. Gentlemen had got pretty much in | 
the way of discarding it. But this was not merely 
a violation of parliamentary law, but a violation for | 
the sake of plunder. He was determined to bring | 
the whole scheme out before he had done with it. | 
The business of the session must now go on. He | 
would move to postpone the further consideration 
of the resolution. 

The motion was withdrawn; when 

Mr. SEVIER moved its postponement until to- | 
morrow. 

Mr. BADGER asked for the ayes and noes; | 
which were ordered. : 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words ** Doctor James A. Hous- | 
ton,’ and qsked the yeas and nays on his motion, 
and they were ordered. He explained the reason 
for his motion: it was to open the door to compe- 
tition—to enable the Secretary of the Senate to con- 
tract with others besides this Doctor—to contract 
with some of the known, established editors of | 
this city, or elsewhere. The resolution, as drawn, 





confined the Secretary to this Doctor. He wished 
Fair play was 
pretty play, and no monopolies. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out, and decided as follows: yeas 12, nays 26. 
Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the words 


| and directed,” and asked for the yeas and nays; 


committee from making a report; and the chair- | 


man offered the resolution authorizing the purchase 
of the ‘* Congressional Globe and Appendix,”’ 
which was now in force. For so great an object 


This and other difficulties which | 


as an ample and accurate report of our debates, he || 


would have thought no expense too great. He 
had voted against the reference of this resolution, 
because, if it was necessary to have a corps of re- 
porters employed under this resolution, the con- 


allow time for collecting that corps. 
ever expected to obtain full reports, they must 
employ a sufficient number of reporters, and pay 
a fair compensation. He hoped the Senate would 
now act on this resolution, and adopt it. Had the 
Senate made this compensation to Blair & Rives, 
it would have enabled them to give full reports. 
Mr. NILES said it appeared to him that unless 
the reporters for Blair & Rives had failed to per- 
form their duties, it was not proper to enter into 
this new contract. He had not examined into the 
matter. The result of this new experiment would 
be an entire failure, and the whole money appro- 
priated would be thrown away. We should con- 
tinue to have the same kind of reports we had 
always had. Reporting here was bad: whether 
from the badness of the position occupied by the 


reporters for hearing, or otherwise, sometimes | 


am 7" gg as saying the reverse of 
what they didsay. This expenditu regar 
as sneha If a t ane ane 
not be done in a hasty way. 
through a committee, that it might come before the 
Senate in some tangible form. 

Mr. BENTON asked if notice had been given 


which were ordered. 

The question was taken on this motion and de- 
cided as follows: yeas 12, nays 26. 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out ‘twelve’ 
before the word ‘‘ thousand,’’? and demanded the 
yeas and nays thereon. The effect of the motion 
(he said) was to leave the sum blank, and then the 
Secretary could save $8,000 out of this $12,000; 
and if the motion prevailed, he would move to 
strike out “ six,’’? so as to leave that sum open 


‘also; and in that item the Secretary could save 


If the Senate | 


hing was to be done, it should | 
It should pass | 


in the usual form of a motion for leave to introduce 


the resolution, 

The CHAIR said no notice was given. 

Mr. BENTON said he was surprised. Such a 
violation of the rules of the Senate made it a ques- 
tion of order. 


$4,000. And about these savings there was no 
| doubt. Blair & Rives were now reporting, and 


| giving prompt, correct, impartial, and standard de- 
tract must be made at the preceding session, to || 


ates, at $4,000 for the long and $2,000 for the 


| short sessions; and unless the objection was to 


| batim. 


proposed to do this reportin 





them personally—for there could be none to their 
work—the $12,000 might be saved. 

Mr. CAMERON said any printer would be glad 
to come here and establish a paper with half the 
bonus it was proposed here to give; but he did not 
wish to break down the existing establishments. 
He was therefore opposed to the resolution. He 
deemed it impossible to report every word that was 
uttered, and every act done. It was wholly im- 

racticable. There must necessarily be errors. 

hey were inseparable from the business. He 
had Baa told that speeches could be reported ver- 
He did not believe it. He had a propo- 
sition in his hand from Ritchie & Heiss, who 
for less than was 

roposed by the resolution before the Senate, viz: 

10,000 for the long session, and $5,000 for the 
short session, and to publish them in the Dail 
and C i Union, furnishing members eac 
with ten copies of the daily Union, and fiftéen 
copies of the weekly. He should therefore vote 
against this proposition. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Benron’s 
amendment, and it was negatived: Yeas 16, nays 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution 


_ by adding ‘‘and no money shall be = under this 
e 


resolution except in proportion to the work actu- 


_ally done, nor shall any be paid after a breach of 
contract in any particular,’ 


and demanded the 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| 








| 
| 


} 











a a a 


March 2, 
eas and nays thereon. In support of hia motion 

r. B, said no advance pay was made to anybody 
The laborer 


of his hire. A Senator could not draw a dass pe? 


in advance; the public printer could only be paid 
as he delivered his printing: the laborers about the 
Capitol had to wait for che sun to set before their 
weary arm could be stretched out to receive the 
pittance reward of a day’s toil. But here is q 
strange Doctor to take $18,000 in advance! and nine 
months in advance of the first stroke of his pen! 
and two years in advance of his last stroke! pro- 
vided he shall really do anything after getting so 
much money in his bow without security! ~ 
Mr. R. JOHNSON inquired if such a provision 
was found in the contract with Blair & Rives? 
Mr. BENTON replied, that Blair & Rives were 
contracted with by the Secretary of the Senate un. 
der a resolution of the Senate, and gave bond in 
$10,000. They were responsible printers, haying 
a large siisabiidlanais on the spot, and were ready 
to do the work. Gales & Seaton, too, had an es. 
tablishment here, but they had not taken the work 
under the alternative which was provided for. 
When the Senate contracted with Blair & Rives 
they knew who they were contracting with; but he 
apprehended this new establishment was to be con- 


| ducted by such men as those from whom came the 
| letter which he had read. The object was to set 


up a press here, and the operation to be pursued 
here was well understood. 

Mr. B. went on to give the character of the press 
which he had reason to believe was to be estab- 
lished in this city, and which, while calling itself 
democratic, belonged to that branch of the democ- 
racy which, in the time of Mr. Tyler, President, 
and the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Ca.- 
HouN,] Secretary of State, he (Mr. B.) was accus- 
tomed to call the Rottens. It was that branch from 
whose programme for the destruction of the democ- 
racy, he read a paragraph—the paragraph personal 
to iitmaelf-—in his reply the week before to the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnovun,] and 
promised to read the remainder on some fitting oc- 
casion. That occasion had now arrived. The 
same branch of the democracy who conformed 
their action to the programme of that letter, was 
now, according to what he had heard, to be the 
beneficiaries of these $18,000, and upon it, to get 
up a press, for their doctrines and purposes, in 
this city: certain it was, one of the names upon 
that letter was now in this city, and the report of 
the forthcoming new paper is rife upon the street. 
The letter from which he had read was important 
from its date, and matter—the 22d of ox 1844— 
and directed to four special objects: 1. The divis- 
ion and distraction of the Democratic party in New 
York. 2. The denunciation of Benton and the 
Globe, generally. 3. The denunciation of Benton, 
specially. 4. A fraud upon tne poole in the Pres- 
idontial election by mixing up Tyler and Polk elec- 
tors on the same ticket, to vote for either as cir- 
cumstances might dictate. This was the purpose 
of the letter, which, in fact, was a general letter of 
instructions to all the Rottens. I read the para- 
graph which related to myself the other day, and 
which gave the string on which all were to oe 
and harp upon it they did, God knows, and the 
devil also! hess hundred of them ata time ! though 
now, for a while past, the melodious choir have 
hung their harps upon the willows. But they will 
be taken down, and tuned up again, if these $15,000 
go into their net; and, therefore, I will read the old 
instructions of 1844 as the programme for their 
music in 1848; and save the managers the trouble 
and risk of writing a new one. 

The letter is headed ‘ Private and confidential,” 
and says: 

“Mr. ********* has handed me a letter of yours dated 
18th of July, in which you proposed certain queries. As the 
conductor of the official journal here,* he has requested me 
to answer it, which request I comply with readily. * * * 
You will see by the rs [send you that we have assul 
in this State, — ork,) and, indeed, in Pennsylvania, @ 
decided attitude. * * * * * * Tammany Hall rocks to 
its centre, and propositions for a union of Democracy 
are presented. * * * * * * Ithas been 
that 2 service could be effected by this action on the part of 

and the Globe—union 


No other propositions listened to. This much is in 
confidence, and for your private heii te me 
* Not Washington City. 
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* * * . ~ * * * * + 
‘ With regard to the course of your paper, you can take 
the tone of the Administration from the * * * * * [ 
think, however, and would recommend that you would con- 
fine yourself to attacks upon Benton, showing that he has 
allied himself with the Whigs on the Texas question. Quote 
Jackson’s letter on Texas, where he denounces all those as 
traitors to the country who oppose the treaty. Apply it to 
Benton. Proclaim that Benton, by attacking Mr. Tyler and 
his friends, and evils Sagem from the party, is aiding the 
election of Mr. Clay; ahd charge him with doing this to de- 
feat Mr. Polk, and insure himself the succession in 1848; 
and claim that full justice be done to the acts and motives 
of John Tyler by the leaders. Harp upon these strings. Do 
not propose the union; ‘it is the business of the Democrats 
todo this and arrange it to our perfect satisfaction.’ I quote 
here from our leading friend atthe South. Such is the course 
which [ recommend, and which you can pursue or not, ac- 

cording to your real attachment to the Administration.” 

e * * ° * * * * * * * 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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| them elected to the General Assembly to govern 
| the two Senatorial elections then impending, and 
| to have superseded Benton and Atchison by some 
| couple of loose cogs for the balance-wheel here. 
| But about twenty of them were in one county, 
(St. Louis,) which left but few for the other coun- 


|| ties; but out of these few they got enough into the 


| 
' 
i 


| 
| 


«Look out for my leader of to-morrow as an indicator, | 


and regard this letter as of the most strict and inviolate con- 
fidence of character.” 

Such were the instructions under which three 
hundred newspapers in the pay of the Department 
of State, many of them not visibly so, acted in the 
year 1844, and under which they are again ready 
to act if they succeed in getting public money to 
do it upon. Without that, the greater part of the 
three hundred could not have printed a word in 
1844, nor could they do it for 1848. No longer able 
to get it in one place, they come to another. The 
contingent fund of the Senate is now to bleed, and 


as for the leeches at suck, though lying low and | 


dark now, the time may come for performing upon 
them that operation which the gpanish proverb 
calls pulling the devil from under the blanket. A 
committee with ample powers may be obtained at 
the next session, and until then, the investigation 
must stand adjourned. 

The letter proves itself; and the notorious zeal 
and unanimity with which three hundred news- 

apers worked under its instructions, establishes 
its authenticity, and admits its origin. They bore 
the badge of the Department of State, Mr. Tyler 
being President, and Mr. Calhoun Secretary of 
State. The three hundred worked like Spartans— 
only fora different object, and different reward. 
They worked to distract and destroy the Democ- 
racy—to put down Benton and the Globe—to put 
down Benton especially—and to commit a fraud 
upon the people in the electoral ticket for Presi- 
dent. They worked for hire, and were paid at the 
Department of State, and other departments, but 
often pee in a way to escape exposure on the rec- 
ord. ‘They were paid with public money from the 
executive departments: the struggle now is to give 
ittothem from the legislative ipationeat-chare 
being no longer power to get it from the contingent 
funds at the otherend of the Avenue. And they 
take the shortest cut here—a single resolution in 
the smallest branch of the national legislature—and 
where there is a balance-wheel to turn all balances 
against the Democracy. But there might be arub 
yet: this $18,000 was not in the Senate’s contin- 
gent fund! All that is there i$ appropriated to 
other objects, specifically estimated for! And be- 
fore this $18,000 can be paid, it must be appropri- 
ated by an act of Congress! In that there may be 
arub. It may not work through where there is 
no balance-wheel; it may not work through at this 
session; and at the next it may be that this extra- 
ordinary resolution, in favor of this strange Doctor, 
may be rescinded. 
_ Mr. B. said the three hundred presses worked 
in every State of the Union, and everybody in each 
State can put the finger on each press. Leaving 
allthe rest out of view, he would bestow a mo- 
ment’s attention upon their balances in his own 
State—in Missouri. There the greatest exertions 
were made, for there lived Benton ! and his election 
was just coming round; and to defeat him was 
the mere object of the employers and the em- 
ployed. A majority of the presses called Demo- 
— were — or = into the service; all 

e€ strings named in the amme were harped 
upon; tihenet thet can Saeten were started for 
the General Assembly. And so confident of suc- 
cess were these vile instruments that they dail 
proclaimed the downfall of Benton! which their 
employers were silly enough to believe, and to re- 
ward the service with more public money and 
more public office. In fact, they made haif the 
Union believe they had Benton dowa! In the 
meantime there was not above thirty of them in 
the State in the plot; and about double 
that number of dupes. But if these thirty had 
been in as — different counties they would have 
done their work; there would have been enough of 








|| elections and all measures. 


| General Assembly to enable them to organize and 
| show front; but not enough to turn the scale. If | 
the thirty had been in thirty different counties, it 
| is probable the whole of them would have been 
elected into the General Assembly; and then, by | 


The mode of getting 
themselves elected is this: Call himself a Demo- 
crat, and then offer to be the Democratic candidate. 
If this is agreed to, the election is as good as fin- 
ished. If not agreed to, then call himself a perse- 
cuted man on account of Mr. Calhoun; and as || 
mankind hate persecution, and pity the persecuted, 


| joining the Whigs, they could have governed all 


about one-half of the Democracy take him up, and | 


ush him as a Democratic candidate. When this 
is done, the Whigs take him up as a traitor to the 
Democracy, and between the two he is elected; 
and when he gets to the General Assembly, he 


becomes a cog in the balance-wheel; and the bal- || 


ance is always against the Democracy. 
Mr. B. said a strange scene was then presented. | 


General Jackson was quoted against him in every || 


form and shape directed in the letter. Traitor— 
Whig—Clay man—Mexican—British—deserter— | 
enemy to the country—lost his senses since he was | 
blown up in the explosion of the steam-frigate 
Princeton: such were the strings upon which they 
harped, and all in the service of two men (Messrs. 
Tyler and Calhoun) who were pursuing General 
Jackson to an infamous condemnation, when he, 
(Mr. B.,) almost ‘solitary and alone,” was de- 
fending him against the combined attacks of the 
whole Whig phalanx and their allies from the 
Democracy. 
hirelings, He looked forward to the day when 
he was to turn upon their masters, and that day | 
has now come. He had not even made known | 
to General Jackson the infamous use to which they | 
had prostituted his name. If he had, he well knew | 
the generous soul of Jackson would have revolted 
at their conduct. But he said nothing. Proud, 
erect, silent, scornful, he let the dogs bark on! 
trusting to the people of Missouri to bear him 
harmless through the attack, and to a just Provi- 
dence to bring a day of retribution upon the true 
assailants. He had not been deceived in either 
dependance. The people of Missouri saved him 
in 1844: Providence had given a day of retalia- 
tion now in 1847. 
over that he had said anything to General Jack- 


son, and then not to humiliate him % letting him || 


suppose that it was necessary for him to disa- 
vow the infamous use that had been made of his 
name—infamous, when those who had endeavored 


to destroy him, had the audacity to quote him— | 


and to quote him falsely—against his faithful de- 
fender against their attacks. It was at the close 


of his life that his friend, Major William B. Lewis, | 


carried him an affectionate message, to which he 
responded, on a dying bed, with the deep feeling 


j 
dial justice which belonged to his exalted || 
reno he words which tos then spoke, faith- time, and was astonished to find how perfeetly he recollected 


character. 


fully preserved and transcribed, by the hand of an | 


amanuensis, have been transferred to the heart of 


if 


e had answered nothing to these || 
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Jackson! worthy of his great soul! worthy of 
his great heart! worthy of his whole life! Yet it 
was into His mouth that hirelings were instructed 
to put the words traitor—deserter—and every op- 
probrious epithet, even to an impious taunt upon 
a providential calamity—and apply them to Ben- 
ton! But, God is just, and truth is powerful, and 
will prevail; and Jackson and Benton stand unhurt 
in the face of the world, while the assailants, and 
their employers, hide their heads. 

Mr. B. remarked, that under the rules of the 
Senate this resolution could not be read twice on 
the same day, without unanimous consent; he 
should therefore object to its third reading. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. The resolution is on its 


| engrossment. 


Mr. BENTON. Oh, no; we havea great deal 
to do before we come to that. 


Mr. R. JOHNSON. Well, I am ready to go 
with you, 


Mr. BENTON said it was not on its engross- 


ment; and he had a right to perfect it before it ar- 
| rived at that stage. 


The question was then taken on the amendment; 
and it was negatived—yeas 15, nays 28. 


YEAS—Messts. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hous- 
ton, Niles, Sturgeon, and Tuiney—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, 
Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntiug- 
| ton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 

Mangum, Miller, Murehead, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, 

Webster, Woodbridge, and Y ulee—28. 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution 
by adding, ‘‘Provided, That the said Dr. Houston 
shall first prove himself to be a citizen of the United 
States, either by birth or naturalization;’’ and de- 
/ manded the yeas and nays thereon. 
| ‘The amendment was disagreed to—yeas 8, nays 
| 26. 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Benton, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, 
Niles, Sturgeon, and Turney—8. 
| NAYS—Measrs. Archer, Ashley, Badger, Butler, Cal- 
; houn, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Cor- 

win, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Wood- 


|| bridge, and Yulee—26, 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution 


|| by adding, ‘Provided, That the said Dr. Houston 
| shall be bound to give bond and security to the 


amount of the money and subscription hereby au- 
| thorized, to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the 
| Senate, for the due performance of the contract;”” 
| and demanded the yeas and nays thereon. 


|| Mr. HANNEGAN called for a count on order- 
It was not until it was all || 


| ing the yeas and nays; he was not satisfied that 
|| one-fifth of the Senate had risen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said there were 
| eight that rose. , 
r. WEBSTER remarked, that was but one- 
| fifth of forty. 








general sitting up ina large arm-chair, and Mr. Healy en- 

aged in painting his likeness for Louis Philippe. Though 
feeble and much emaciated, yet his voice was clear and firm, 
|| and his mind as bright and vigorous as it ever was at any 
|| period of his life. I remained at the Hermitage the greater 
part of two days, and had much conversation with lim in 
relation to matters appertaining to both the past and present 


t 


thing, particularly such as related to his Administration 
} Grom the Soe important, down to the sinallest and most triv- 
| ial matters. He inquired after many old friends, and among 





his old friend, where they will live while that heart || them yourself, desiring to know when I had seen you last, 


beats, and which should find a place on the stone || 


which should cover it when cold. Tell the Colonel | 
I thank him for his kind recollection of me in my old | 
age and sore afflictions.—He is not only a statesman, 

but a patriot, and has done his country service.—He | 
gave my Administration efficient support, for which I 
am grateful.—Thank him in my name for his kind 
and affectionate message.* Such were the words of 


sony ip eectetebetnatnstetaneaiaaeaaant nt enna 
* The whole letter from Major Lewis deserves to be given, 
rted entire : 
et “ Farrrienp, March 4, 1846. 
“My Dear CoLonen .F = —_ you to hand or send 
losed to our frien n C. Rives. 
oe When 1 last saw you in Washin , it was the day be- 
fare you proposed leaving for St. Louis and,as | was making 
arrangements aiso to return to my residence in the vicinity 
ot Nashville, you desired me, should General Jackson be 
living, to present to him your kindest and most affectionate 
regards, and to say to him, that nothing would give you so 
much pleasure as to be able to shake him once more by the 
On my arrival I found him still living, thanks to a 


of June last, and 
an early I mounted my 
horse, and rode up to the Hermitage. I found the good old 


and how you were. I told him that I had seen you but a few 
| days before [ ieft Washington, and that you were well, and, 
at the same time, delivered to him your message. He was 
evidently much affected when I repeated what = had de- 
sired me to say to him. After a short pause, said: ‘7 
‘ thank the colonel for his kind 
| Sand sore afflictions; it would give me great pleasur: 


set 2 ea maaan alien distinguish. 
th $$ an 
‘ed eee wind. Thee grote jor 

‘is under obligations for the 
‘and effie eras 4aieanigd baler te caste my 
‘ and I beg you, when neat you see him, to re- 
‘member me to 


and thank him, in my name, for his kind 
‘and affectionate ee These, I believe, my dear sir, 
are his precise words; for, as they were spoken with much 
iiingens es See eee — 


an i a 
as life is uncertain, it may never 
to you, in the 


z 
? 
s 
z 
7 
na 
23 
*3 


“as H. Bewron, Washington.” 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER counted the Sen- |) 


ate, and reported thirty-two present. The yeas 
aud nays were therefore ordered. 

Mr. BREESE suggested a verbal amendment, 
which was acceded to by Mr. Benton. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was disagreed to: Yeas 18, nays 23. 


Y RAS—Mesers. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Chalmers, Dickinson, 


Dix, Mairfield, Houston, Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Tur- | 


nev——1R. 

NAY S—Mesers. Archer, Badger, Calhoun, Cilley, Thomas 
Clayton, Join M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Greene, 
Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, 
Johneon of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Sim- 
mous, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee—23. 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution | 


by adding, “Provided, ‘That the daily papers, as 
now established in this city, shall have the option 


and preference to be made the vehicles of said | 


reports,”? and demanded the yeas and nays there- 
on. 


The amendment was disagreed to: Yeas 13, 


nays 19. 


VRAS—Mesars. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Houston, Niles, Sturgeon, 
and Tarney-—13, 

NAY S—Meeers, Archer, Badger, Calhoun, Chalmers, Cil 
ley, Thomas Clayton, Jolin M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, 
Greens, Thannegan, Jarangin, Johnson of Maryland. John- 
son of Louisiana, Mangum, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, 
and Yulee—-19. 


Mr. BENTON called the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the fact that many of the seats were vacant, 
and that it might be necessary to send the Sergeant- 
at-Arms to require the attendance of members. 
He then moved to amend the resolution by insert- 


ing after the name of ‘* Doctor James A. Houston,” | 
the words ‘for Ritchie & Heiss, or Gales & Sea- 


ton, or Blair & Rives.”’ The object of this amend- 


ment was to give these three established firms a 
chance to do the work. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON said the Senator from Mis- 
souri must by this time be satisfied, that a majority 
of the Senate was in favor of the resolution. As 
one of the members of this body, Mr. J. had acted 


with those with whom he was associated on his | 


side of the Chamber, in giving to the Administra- 
tion all the assistance in his power. He had done 
this with pleasure. There was not a single excep- 
tion—or but one. He had voted for everything 
that had been asked for, to secure a vigorous pros- 
ecution of the war with a view to its speedy ter- 
mination. But there were bills on the table which 
they had not yet acted upon; and there were bills 
of vital importance in a state of transition between 
the two Houses. There was one bill to create a 
general officer, who was supposed to be necessary 
to the vigorous prosecution of the war; but the 


Senator from Missouri, who was a friend of the | 


Administration, who had given the Administra- 


tion his cordial support, presented himself in an | 


attitude of unexampled pertinacious opposition to 
a measure on which he differed from a majority of 
the Senate, and thereby hazarded the other meas- 
ures which were still undisposed of. Now, if this 


was brought about by procrastination, it would | 


not be by Mr. J.’s side of the House. The whole 


head and front of the offending would rest on the | 
Senator from Missouri and those who went with | 


him. Now, Mr. J. did not think they should be 


required to surrender their own opinions at the in- || 
stance of any one member of the Senate. He | 


would say to the Senator from Missouri, that he 


should feel himself dishonored if he oan to this | 
r 


Opposition, of which the Senator from Missouri 
was the champion, What was the proposition on 
their table? A simple, plain proposition to supp! 
a corps of reporters to publish the daily scented 
ings of this body for the information of their con- 
stituents, Now they had the right to their own 
opinions, and he would tell the Senator from Mis- 
souri that the public interests would be promoted 
by the adoption of the proposition. There was no 
design to establish any press to attack the honor- 
able Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BENTON. Oh, no; I can take care of 
myself; but it is to establish a paper to attack the 
Administration and the Democratic party, 


Mr, R. JOHNSON was not conscious of any. 
such design. Where, then, was the attack tocome | 


from? ltewas poorest to provide for the daily 
publication of the proceedings of this body; and 
were the proceedings of this Gody necessszily to 
be an attack on the Administration? Why, these 
reporters were to furnish these very reports to the 





only risen to say, that whatever injury was to 
| arise by the defeat of measures before the Senate 
would be exclusively owing to the course which 
the Senator from Missouri pursues, 

Mr. BENTON said, the Senator from Mary- 
| land himself was consuming the time of the Sen- 
-ate. He had taken up more time than he (Mr. 
|, B.) had by remarks which he had made. Mr. B. 


to vote, and the Senator from Maryland had ob- 
structed the action of the Senate upon them. If 
|| the business of the Senate was obstructed, the 

responsibility was on those who brought in this 
|| proposition; fer, when it was in, he had the right 

to amend it, and to call the attention of the country 
| to it. He should ask for a committee to examine 
this matter, which he denounced as an attempt to 
set up a partisan paper against the Administration 
and the Democracy. The Senator from Maryland 
said he would fight the Administration by fair 
means. Well, fair means, were to set up their 


own press. What he objected to was, that the || 


contingent fund was to be prostituted to partisan 


purposes. The first number of this paper will | 
indicate its character. There stood a man (point- || 


ing to Mr. Rives) who had given bond and security 
for the performance of his contract; but there was 


a refusal here to give bond and security. Blair & | 
| Rives give security for more than they receive. They | 
receive two thousand dollars for the short session, | 


and four thousand dollars for the long session, for 
which they give security; and here was a proposi- 
tion to give eighteen thousand dollars for the two 


without any means, that they knew of, to carry 
on the work. He was vindicating the rule of the 
Senate. Mr. B. went on to speak of the personal 
opposition which had been raised against himself, 
but he had scorn for all the dogs that were set 
upon him. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table until four o’clock, and that the Senate 
take a recess until that hour. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked the Senator from Ar- 
| kansas to give way a few moments. [Mr. Sevier 
withdrew his motion.] He said he did not know 


how the sun would set to-day, but when the sun | 


set last night he would rather see the Senator from 
Missouri the President of the United States than 
“yr other man. 

Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) L would not. 

Mr. HANNEGAN had supposed so. The mod- 
esty of the Senator would of course refuse it. 
Cesar thrice refused the crown when offered by 
Mark Antony, but he at length took it. He had 
| entertained the highest respect for the Senator from 
Missouri. ‘There was no Senator that he had loved 
more; but he could not permit such terms to be 
used as * infamy”’ and ‘* plunder’’ to any proposi- 
tion he made. 

Mr. BENTON. It was applied to the news- 


paper. 

Mtr. HANNEGAN went on to say how he had 
respected the Senator from Missouri, but intimated 
that the course of that Senator might separate and 
place a bar between them forever. 

The Senator from Missouri had complained that 
| the resolution had been pressed upon the Senate 
without previous notice. He appealed to the Sen- 
ator to say if he had not repeatedly given him 


|| his intention to call it up. The Senator talked 
|| about plundering the public money in appropriating 
‘| it to a useless purpose. He asked the Senator to 
| remember a resolution for the purchase of a topo- 
| graphical map which had been strenuously advo- 
i cated by him. The distinguished Senator claimed 
|| for himself the merit of being the devoted friend 
of the Administration; and yet, thoagh many im- 
|| portant measures of the Administration were yet 
‘| unfinished, the Senator had announced his inten- 
| tion of consuming all the remaining time of the 
|| session in opposing this resolution. If this was 
|| what he called befriending the Administration, it 
| was a most unnatural method of doing it. Did he 
call this backing his friends? 
| _Mr. BENTON said that if any man intimated 
|| that he would swerve from his duty for any pur- 
\|, pose whatever, or to gain the vote of any man 


| on foe Almighty’s earth, he was altogether mis- 
iF en. 


had amendments on which he desired the Senate || 


sessions—twelve thousand dollars more; and no || 
bonds were to be given by a contractor who had | 
| no establishment here at all—who was a person | 





organ of the Administration. He, however, had ) Mr. HANNEGAN. The Senator will ais en 


|| [make such a charge against him; | have not done 
|| SO yet. 
|| Mr. BENTON. No, sir. The Senator has said 
| enough, however, to put an everlasting barrier be. 
_ tween himself and me politically. 
Mr. HANNEGAN. Be it so. 
| Mr. BENTON. Personally we may be friendly 
} politically never. . 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN. Asingle word. Can the 
| Senator from Missouri cherish personal kindness 
|| towards any living thing where selfishness is no; 
| at the bottom of it. 

Mr. BENTON replied, and contended that the 
proper parliamentary notice had not been given of 
this measure. He said he should not be swerve, 
from the line of duty by any personal considera. 
tions. 
| Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. S. then moved that the Senate take a recess 
until six o’clock; which was also agreed to. 





i} EVENING SESSION. 


The Senate reassembled at six o0’clock. 

On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was re. 

| solved that the 16th joint rule be suspended, for the 
urpose of admitting bills and resolutions passed 

in either House this day being sent to the other, 

Mr. NILES, from the committee on conference 

| on the part of the Senate on the disagreeing votes 

|| of the two Houses on the bill to establish certain 

| post routes, made a report thereon. 

|| The Senate concurred in the report. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report, signed by the Vice President and 
| Secretary of the Senate, exhibiting their proceed- 
| ings and the persons who have become contractors 
‘| for the 30th Congress; which was ordered to be 
|, printed. 

i} CONTRACT FOR REPORTING. 

| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
| resolution to provide for full and accurate reports 
'| of the proceedings and debates of the Senate. 

|| Mr. BENTON insisted that the resolution had 
|| been laid on the table indefinitely. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT decided that it had 
| been laid upon the table until six o’elock. 

Mr. BENTON said the Presiding Officer was 
| mistaken. The resolution was laid on the table. 
|| Mr. ARCHER said he understood it differently. 
|| Mr. R. JOHNSON said the motion was to lay 
| it on the table until six o’clock, and such was the 
| decision of the Presiding Officer. With that im- 
| pression, a majority of the Senate had voted in 
good faith to lay on the table. 

| Mr. BENTON replied, the Senator from Ark- 
ansas made the motion, and he would be here soon 
| to state what his motion was. 
| 


Mr. BERRIEN said he was not there when the 

|| motion for a recess was made; but he now under- 

| stood the decision of the Chair to be, that the reso- 

| bution was now-under consideration. 

| Mr. HANNEGAN said the resolution was 

| passed over as unfinished business, to be taken up 
after the recess, and he insisted upon its being 
resumed. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Arkansas 
| made the motion, and he was now here to answer 
for himself. 
| 





| Mr.SEVIER omnes He first moved to lay 


the resolution on the table until six o’clock, and 


warning (being aware of his opposition to it) of || that the Senate take a recess until that time, but, 


at the solicitation of Senators, he withdrew that 
| motion. Subsequently he moved to lay on the 
|| table indefinitely. And he afterwards moved that 
| the Senate take a recess, both of which motions 
|| were agreed to. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Then I move to take it 
| up from the table. 

"PM. BERRIEN. [I call for the decistn of the 

| Chair. trust the decision of the Chair will be 
formed to. 

“Mr. ARCHER said he understood that the res- 

olution was only temporarily laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said he had « 
distinct understanding that its consideration was 
to be resumed. : 

Mr. BENTON asked who made the motion on 
which the decision was based. The Presid 
Officer could put be qantas <f wae a3 — 
not originate a question; he could only pu 
questions as members made. But here sat the 
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Senator from Arkansas who made the motion to 
jay on the table generally, and he (Mr. Sevier) 
knew what he was about—he knew what motion 


he made. He’sina condition to know what mo- 
tion hemade. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked if there was any 
yestion before the Senate; if not, he should move 
to take the resolution from the table. ‘The Senator 
from Missouri said the Senator from Arkansas 
was in a condition to know what motion he made. 
That was more than the Senator from Missouri 
was, or had been throughout the day, or he hoped 
so for his own credit sake. He began to think that 
General Jackson told the truth when he said —— 
{Loud cries of “ Order,”’ * order,” and great ex- 
citement. } 

Mr. HANNEGAN. What have [ done? 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. BUTLER. He’s not out of order. 

A Senator near Mr. Jounson. Oh! withdraw 
your point of order. 
“ Mr. Arcuer and several other Senators were on 
the floor making observations. 

Mr. BENTON. Let the words be taken down 
in writing. 

Mr. SEVIER (whilst that was being done) 
again stated how he made his motions before the | 


recess. 

Mr. WESTCOTT called the Senator from Ar- 
kansas to order. 

(Several voices: Servier make your statement: 
jet us have no more desultory debate. [Laughter. } 

Mr. SEVIER. Have I leave to proceed? [Cries | 
of ** Leave, leave.”] He then proceeded to repeat | 
the statement he had before made. 


} 


_ the Senator from Missouri had been drunk all day. | 
| That was the inuendo. 
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| was a practising lawyer, and he had put in a plea | 


| ations—a limitation of five minutes. 
|, to combat the position of the Senator from Georgia, 

| and to restate the remarks of the Senator from In- | 
|, diana, who had said that the Senator from Mis- 


know what he was doing; 


words uttered, but he now withdrew his point of ton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Dickinson, Dix, Fairtield, 
order. i an Mason, Niles, Sevier, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, 
esteott—19. 
Mr. BENTON . And I renew it. | NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Calhoun, 
Mr. ARCHER contended that it could not be | Chalmers, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Da- 
renewed, as another motion had intervened. 


| Vis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarna- 
Mr. BENTON contended that points of order |, i¥;2o!ua0 of Mayland, Jobuson of Louisa, Manga, 
Teens peaked | or. eee : 
tr. IN said the point order cou : . 
not be entertained, as a secetan had intervened— The pene” then os on the e Ha og 
the motion to postpone indefinitely. It was now amend, by mserting, © Messrs. Richie & Eiews, 
too lute to call the Senator from Indiana to order. 


| or Messrs. Gales & Seaton, or Messrs. Blair & 
Mr. BENTON said the Sen&tor from Georgia 5 WESTCOTT said he should call for a di- 

ss vision. He,could vote for Gales & Seaton or Blair 
He had pleaded the eee of limit- | & Rives, but he would not vote for Messrs. Ritchie 

é went on & Heiss. 

Mr. BENTON said the Senator from Florida 
had the right to have the vote taken separately on 
' each firm. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON thought the proper form 
would be to move to strike out ** Ritchie & Heiss.”’ 

Mr. Westcorr did not press his call for a divis- 


of limitation. 


souri had not been in a condition all day long to 
or, in other words, that 


Bp? 


Mr. ARCHER. Mr. President, I call the Sen- | 


_ ator from Missouri to order. 
Mr. BENTON. I call the Senator from Virginia | 


|| point of order has priority. 
\| from Missouri to order first. 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. EVANS thought they were getting into an || 


unnecessary state of excitement. He would like | 
to know what the Journal said—how the matter | 
was put down in the Journal. Whatever motion | 
was made and entertained would be stated there. | 
Sometimes measures were passed over informally, | 
and then they did not appear on the Journal. But 
he wished to know how this stood recorded on the 
Journal. 

Mr. BENTON said, whatever was on the Jour- 
nal, it must be borne in mind, that the Journal had 
not been corrected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated that the 
Journal had not been made up. 

Mr. BENTON. Then there is no Journal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER restated his un- 
derstanding to be, that the resolution was laid on 
the table until six o’clock, then to be resumed. 

Mr. EVANS said, to lay on the table to take a 
recess was a motion unknown to the parliamentary 
law. The idea that pending questions must be 
disposed of before they could take a recess was 
erroneous. Why, sometimes they took a recess 
in the middle of a speech. 

Mr. DAVIS also explained his impression to be 
that the resolution was laid on the table until six 
o'clock. 

Mr. DAYTON said this whole debate was out 
of order—not only because a Senator had been 
called to order, but because the Chair had decided 
the point. 

Mr. BENTON inquired if the Journal had been 
read? [**Itisnotmadeup.’’] He insisted that no 
other question could go on the Journal until it was 
made to state the motion of the Senator from Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr. MANGUM. Do I understand that this res- 
olution lies on the table ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said it lay on the 
table for consideration. ‘That was the decision 
— the Chair had made and to which he ad- 


red. 

Mr. MANGUM hoped then that the Senate 
would proceed to its consideration. 

Mr, RENTON said, in order that there might 
be no breaking up of the business of the session, 
he moved the indefinite postponement of the reso- 


lution. 
The and nays were called for, and ordered, 
Mr. BENTON said there wasa question of order 
yet to be decided. 
Mr. R. JOHNSON. I withdraw it. 


Mr. BENTON. I renew it. [Cries of ** You 
cannot.’ 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. Does the Senator renew 
my point of order? ‘ 

Mr. BENTON answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. .What was it? :) 
He called the Senator from Indiana to for 











'| to order. 


ion, and the yeas and nays were then taken on the 
amendment. 

Mr. Catnoun and Mr. Yuuere did not vote when 
their names were called. 


i vt Vahé ; » Pp i. 
Mr. ARCHER. The Chair will decide whose | ate BENTON called the attention of the Presi 


Mr. BENTON. And [called the Senator from 
Virginia to order quickly after. I want to know 


|| if I have been drunk all ay. [Laughter.] 


Mr. BERRIEN rose and said, two gentlemen 


time. 

Mr. BENTON. 
gia toorder. He takes the floor when two others 
have italready. [Roars of laughter 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Virginia will state his point of order. 

Mr. ARCHER maneaned to state his point of 


| order to be, that the Senator from Missouri was 
| discussing an issue irrelevant to the pending ques- 


| tion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER restated all the 


motions which had been made. 
condemned without a hearing. He would like to 


lead—to see the charges before he was punished. 
e would like to know how the malice prepense was 


would not wait, if he had uttered a word unbe- 


gized for it. But he did not think he had. 


| He had harbored no improper thought, either 
The Senator from Mis- || 


in his head or heart. 
souri says I charged him with being drunk all 
day. I made no such charge, sir—never. 


once in all my life. [Roars of laughter.} That 
was the night after the expunging resolution 
was passed. [Renewed laughter.) This was a 
most unpleasant business; he regretted it very 
much. e had hitherto entertained kind feelings 





for the Senator from Missouri, but now he had 
nothing of kindness left. I have not insulted the 
eee from Missouri. I have never degraded 

im. 
grading my mother. eens] 
to compare him to a woman: far from it. 
of laughter.] I meant to compare him to her who 
was my first love, and the last to be forgotten. 
But I have done all I could in kindness do, and I 
now give it up. 


The language of the Senator from Indiana, as | 


taken down by Mr. R. Jounson, was then read: 
“ The Senator from Missouri has not been in a condition 
to know what he has been doing all day; and I am of the 
opinion that General Jackson was right when he said the 


ie Senator 


Mr. HANNEGAN hoped he would not be | 


see the indictment before he was called upon to | 


I called the Senator | 4, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| could not have possession of the floor at the same |’ 9 


| less for special reasons 
I call the Senator from Geor- | openly and without debate, his assent or dissent to the ques- 
> 


| 


| 


} 


| 
i 
| 





established. He would say in advance that he || bridge, Yulee—27. 


coming the dignity of this body, before he apolo- || 


never saw the Senator from Missouri drunk but || 


| 


I would as soon think of insulting and de- | 


I do not mean 
A burst 


| by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Builer, eens 








| enter. 


ng Officer to the rule which required every Sena- 
r to vote when his name was called, unless ex- 
cused by the Senate, and desired the rule to be read 
and enforced. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER read the sixteenth 
rule, as follows: 
‘‘ When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one-fifth 
f the members present, each member ealled upon shall, un- 
he be excused by the Senate, declare 


$ 


tion.’ 


Mr. CALHOUN. Mr. Secretary, call me. 

The Secretary: Mr. Carnoun. 

Mr. CALHOUN: No. ie 

Mr. YULEE was understood to intimate that 
he would give his reasons, if required. 

The vote was then announced to be—yeas 21, 
nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
Chalmers, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Mason, Niles, Sevier, 
Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Calhoun, Cil- 
ley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Westcott, Wood- 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the resolution, 
by adding: 

‘‘ Provided, That the amount to be paid for said reporting 
shall not exceed the highest amount for which Messrs. Gales 


| & Seaton, or Messrs. Blair & Rives, or Mr. Jonathan Ejlict, 
I || or either of them, offered to report for in the year 1841, as 


shown in the report of the select committee of that year, No. 
114 of the Senate reports, or shall exceed the amount recom- 
mended for the same work in the report of the Hoa. Mr. 
Arcuer, of May 30, 1842, No. 309 of Senate reports. 


Mr. BENTON said they were so fortunate as to 
have reports from committees on this subject, and 
statements from printers as to what would be proper 
to be paid for such work. A committee, of which 
Mr. Bayard was the chairman, considered the sub- 
ject and made a report thereon, and by that wees 
it was proposed to swear the reporters to their 
accuracy and impartiality, and the sum proposed 
was only $3,250 for the short and $6,500 for the 
long session. And for that sum the reports were 
to be printed in three hours after the closing of the 


| debates. 


Mr. B. went on to explain the details of those 
reports and the conditions of the pr con- 
tracts, into which practical men were willing to 
He then again referred to the sums paid to 
Blair & Riv 000 for the a session and 





Senator from Missouri was”»—— | $2,000 for the short session—for the work they 
Mr. BENTON. Fill up the sentence. _ || were now publishing, on which they were now 
Mr. HANNEGAN (in his seat)—“ very seri- | losing money, but hoped soon to establish perma- 


ously injured by the bursting of the big gun on the || nently. He was desired, however, by Mr. Rives, 








Princeton, which knocked his brains out!’’, [Roars || to say that he did not consider that lan now 
of laughter. | proposed would interfere with him. Mr. B. did 
The PRESIDING OFFICER was understood i 


not oppose this resolution on account of Blair & 
Rives, but because a newspaper was to be estab- 
lished to attack the Administration and Democracy; 
he saw no necessity for another set of re- 

on the back of those of Blair & Rives, to be 


to overrule the point of order, amidst much confu- 
sion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER then stated the 
question to be on the motion to postpone indefi- || ports 
nitely, on Which the yeas and nays were taken, || paid for at an increased sum equal to three to one. 
and they resulted—yeas 19, nays 27, as follows: | It was. reports upon as case of superfeta- 
YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- | tion in reporting our 
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Mr. ARCHER said, when this subject was called | made on the subject of employing reporters for this 


to his notice this morning it was a matter of pro- 
found indifference to him; but now he took a lively || 
interest in it, after this long contention. He had 
been accused of going for a large expenditure for | 
this business. And why? Because it was a ques- 
tion of more importance than the amount of cost || 
which it would require. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to speak of the waste of 
time this morning, designating it as an effort to 
defeat the ascertained will of the majority of the 
Senate of the United States, because it did not hap- 

en to be consentaneous with the will of a single 
beontor. This was the last day but one of the 


session, and he thought there had been an undue | 
| 


consumption of time on a simple proposition. He 
thought the vindication of the rights of the Senate | 
was of infinitely more importance than the resolu- | 
tion itself. Ifa single individual was to defeat the | 
ascertained will of a majority of the Senate, what | 
would be the result of such a precedent? If other | 
Senators were found recreant enough, he, if he | 
stood alone, would be found resisting such a pro- | 
ceeding. 
Mr. BENTON had listened with some surprise 
to the lecture which the Senator from Virginia had | 
read to him. Lately, on a recent occasion, he had 
been absent on account of sickness; but he found 
that for three days consecutively the business of 
the Senate had been obstructed by the discussion 
of a resolution against Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss, 
or against Mr. Ritchie alone. During the whole 
of that time, the business of the session was thrown | 
aside, and from the lecture which the Senator from 
Virginia had read to him, he should be led to 
suppose that that Senator was not here, or that he | 
fought against it manfully. The Senator says | 
nothing. 
Mr. ARCHER said that he took no part in the | 
discussion referred to until just before the decision, | 
and then he did not occupy more than ten min- 
ules. 
Mr. BENTON continued. The Senator from | 
Alabama [Mr. Bagsy] was here three days ready | 
to proceed with his remarks on an important ques- | 
tion then pending before the Senate; but it was | 
thrown aside by the discussion on the resolution | 
to expel the editor of the Union. Now, how did | 
the Senator from Virginia vote on that matter? | 
How did he vote on the motions to stave off the | 
business, and to pursue old Father Ritchie? That 
is the rub. If he voted to put aside the important 
business of the session for such a purpose, he had 
no right to read such a lecture as they had just 
heard from him. The Senator from Virginia would 
have to purge himself of that before he could come 
here as a lecturer against a waste of time. The 
proceedings of the three days to which he had re- 
ferred were the worst three days’ work that had 
ever been done here. This, he supposed, would | 
come in for the worst one day’s work. The Sena- | 
tor from Virginia, and his friends, had spent three 
days to oppress a gentleman who was of the race 


compeers, with whom Mr. Ritchie was a contem- 
porary and friend. 

Having been reproached for consuming the time || 
of the Senate in resisting such a motion as this, he | 
took the. opportunity to call the attention of the | 
American people to the combination for the expul- | 

i 


| 
of men such as Madison and Jefferson, and their | 
} 


sion of Mr. Ritchie, the friend and associate of 
Madison and Jefferson, ignominiously from this | 
Chamber. But it was not alone against that man, || 
who for forty years had been the champion of De- | 
mocracy and of the Republican party. The war | 
went beyond him, though he might experience the | 
fate of Mr. Van Buren, after his rejection on this || 
floor. He hoped the Republican party would no- 
tice the alarm given, and be true to the cause against 
outrage and oppression. The expulsion of Mr. 
Ritchie went beyond the man: it reached the cause 
—the sacred cause of Democracy, attacked in his | 
person; and he saw “the sign of an omen,” as a || 
good friend of his was accustomed to say of bad |, 
signs, in this covert design to get $18,000 of public | 
money to start a new press, the week after the edi- || 
tor of the Daily Union was expelled the Chamber, 
and, as far as such a vote went, discredited and | 
stigmatized. ‘The two events came together—the | 
expulsion of one, and a grab at public money for | 
the other—in marvellous close conjunction. The | 
two should-be contemplated as a unit! | 
Mr. B. intimated his intention to call for the || 
reading of the reports which had heretofore been | 
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| which the Senator 


| nated on the other side of the Chamber. 


|, spoken of the editor of the Union as the champion 
| of the Republican party. Now he (Mr. A.) was 


|| public business! 





body. 

Mr. ARCHER received in the best part the | 
courtesies of the Senator from Missouri; but in | 
regard to the agency he had in the resolution to 

had referred, as causing a pro- | 
tracted debate, he begged to remark that “A origi- | 

r. A. | 


said he sat in quietude during that discussion for | 
reasons personal to himself—not that he was not | 


' moved, but he did not wish to express any harsh | 


opinions, if it could be avoided, on the resolution | 


| to exclude a man from the Senate Chamber who 


had shown himself unworthy of their courtesies. | 
He was desirous not to let his tongue utter what | 
his heart dictated. He had no agency in bringing 
the resolution before the Senate, nor would he have 
counselled it, for he believed the article and the 
author were beneath the notice of the Senate. But 
when the question was addressed to them whether 
they would maintain their dignity, who could say 
that the expulsion which had been resolved on was 
not merited? The Senator from Missouri had 


| 
| 


as much a Republican as any man, but he was no 
Demoerat. It was ‘ Republican party’”’ in Vir- 
ginia, but it was ** Democratic party’’ in Missouri; 
and the very last thing he wished to be called was 
a Democrat. The Senator from Missouri said they | 


| 


| were waging war against Democracy. Yes, he 


hoped he should ever wage war against Democra- 
cy—inappeaseable war—for he looked upon De- | 
mocracy as the worst enemy to our Republican in- | 
stitutions—worse even than monarchy. He abhor- 
red Democracy as the worst form of tyrann 


, ae 
| the Senator from Missouri wished to do him ae 
| —and he knew the Senator from Missouri had no | 


unkind feelings towards him—he would say, there | 
goes a fast undeviating enemy of Democracy. 
Mr. BENTON replied most amicably to the | 


| courteous part of the Senator’s [Mr. Arcner’s] | 


remarks. He felicitated himself on five-and-twenty | 
years of most agreeable personal and pepamenitey 
intercourse with that Senator, and wished him all | 


honor and felicity, and especially the felicity of be- | Mr. MANGUM. Will the President b 
r. ; i e President be so 


ing yet surrounded with a charming posterity, even | 
to the third generation. He looked upon him [Mr. | 
Arcuer] as the beau ideal of an old Virginia gen- | 
tleman, and who would lack nothing to the felicit- | 
ous termination of an honorable and courteous life | 
but that charming family group, to enliven and 
adorn his hospitable parlor, and to sweeten and | 
embellish the evening of his days, and of all which | 
there was yet no room to despair. “ But that was | 
not the point nor the rub in this case. The point | 
was as to the loss of three days’ precious time, in 
pursuing old Father Ritchie, to the neglect of the | 
The Senator says he did not | 
speak ten minutes. But did he not vote ten times | 
to stave off the business? Thatisthe rub! For | 
one thing he must return sincere thanks to the | 
gentleman—was in harmony with his courteous 
character: he says he will wage peaceable war on | 
the Democracy 
Mr. ARCHER. Unappeaseable, not peaceable. 
Mr. BENTON, (laughingly.) Ah, then they 
were to have an ‘*unappeaseable”’ war against De- 
mocracy, and a ** peaceable’’ war against Mexico. 
Mr. BUTLER rose to take no part in the collo- 
quy between the Senators from Missouri and Vir- 
ginia, but he intended to set the matter right re- 
specting the editor of the Union, for he found that 





he was attempted to be shielded under the liberty | 


of the press. Mr. B. then narrated the circum- 
stances attending the 9 mena of Mr. Ritchie, to 
whom, he said, he had been sincerely disposed to 
offer a safety-valve. He was anxious that the 
whole matter should be referred to a committee, 


before whom he might appear and make some ex- 


planation, or apology: or “oe that would be 
satisfactory to the Senate. r. B. had no per- 
sonal feeling in the case, for they would be the last 
feelings he would indulge. He would, under any 
such circumstances, rather lay the t of the 
sacrifice than the butcher. 
lected that he was rebuked by the Senator from 
Virginia for desiring to take the course which he 
suggested. For thirty years he had pursued the 
course of condemning no man unheard, and if he 
had been placed on the committee which he pro- 
posed, as chairman, and, perhaps, according to 

rliamentary usage he should have been, if Mr. 
itchie had appeared before him, and shown that 


~ ae 


ut it would be recol- it, it was a new and important principle to introduce 
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| the article was published without his knowledge 
and approbation, Mr. B. would have permitted 
him to escape. 

Mr. ARCHER. And I avowed myself of the 
same opinion. 

Mr. BUTLER continued. He had applied to 
the friends of Mr. Ritchie, all round, and they re. 
pudiated the idea of such a committee. hey 
treated it with more than indifference. They ab. 
| solutely proscribed, denounced, and refused jt 
| He really would have been satisfied if Mr. Ritchie 

would have done anything that would have enabled 
him to escape. But if Mr. Ritchie would not do 
that, he would say with Juvenal, nulla vestigia re. 
trorsum. Mr. Ritchie assumed to be another Crom- 
| well, who came down to the Long Parliament, and 
to one said, ** Sir, you are a hypocrite;”’ to another 
‘© You are a traitor;”’ and to another, ** You are 2 
liar;”’ and to another, ‘* Youare not a gentleman,” 
Mr. Ritchie, though he did not claim the right to 

enter the Long Parliament and say it, claimed the 
| right to do it through his paper; and though he 
| was admitted to this floor by courtesy, he asserted 
that the Senate had no jurisdiction over him. He 
| 











went so far as to deny the right of this body to 
raise a committee to hear him, and now he was 
seeking refuge under the liberty of the press, and 
the Senator from Missouri identified him with Jeg. 
ferson and Madison to give him impunity for his 
course. Mr. B. had no enmity against the old gen- 
tleman; but when he heard this liberty of the press 
spoken of in such a connexion, he had felt it to 
be his duty to define what he meant. When this 
matter was first spoken of, he heard nothing of 
these political schemes that were now so current, 
nor of any invasion of the freedom of the press; 
and he thought the whole thing would be soon un- 
derstood. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, as one of the four Demo- 


|| crats so often alluded to, reminded the Senator from 


Missouri that he had voted with him the last ses- 
sion to exclude Robinson and Dow, and said he 
heard no denunciations for excluding those men. 
| If Mr. Ritchie had been a more humble man than 
| an associate of Jefferson and Madison, his course 
would have been the same. 
| obliging as to let me know what the question is? 
| (Laughter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated what the 
pending amendment was. 

Mr. NILES said here was a struggle between 
two divisions of the Senate—a large majority on 
the one side and a determined minority on the 
other—on a matter which, on the face of it, was of 

| very little importance to the republic, whether look- 
ing to the domestic policy or the relations which 
were disturbed by war. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Arcner,] who was about to leave the 
Senate, appeared to consider that he had had the 
revision of the courtesies of the Senate. How, 
then, they should get along without him he was at 
aloss to conjecture. There was, however, some 
courtesy due to his brother Senators—to those who, 
for acting with the Senator from Missouri he had 
called recreants, and charged on them the obstruc- 
tion of the public business. Mr. N. had concur- 
red with the Senator from Missouri by calling for 
the yeas and nays, and voting on the amendments, 
because he thought they were very proper. He 
had acted in some measure with a view to defeat 
this measure. And if the Senator from Missouri, 
and those who had acted with him in sustaining his 
amendments, had acted with singular pertinacity, 
those on the other side had been equally pertina- 
cious in obstructing the business of the session. 
And was there nothing due to the strong convic- 
| tions of a minority—of those who believe this 
measure to be wrong—who believe it to be some- 
thing more than it is on its face? Were they to 
be told that this subject must take precedence, al- 
though it had undergone no examination, and there- 
by hazard all the a “3 oo There — 
important principlesinvolved in this proposition. 
these was collier more than appeared on the face of 


into this body. What was it? Was it not the crea- 
tion of new officers to this body? Was it not to take 


into their own hands the jurisdiction over and the 


direction and control of the publication of the pro- 
ceedings of this body? And had this ever been 
done? Had it ever been considered part of the 
duty of the Senate of the United States? Was it 


not taking away a common right of the people to 
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write and publish what they please? If they sent | 
out reports to the people, would those reports go | 
out as the only true account of their proceedings ? 
To carry out that view, they should restrain even 
other reporters and letter-writers, and not let their 
proceedings be seen until they were sent in that 
shape, in which they intended them to be seen. 
And was not this a great principle? He thought | 
this looked like interfering with the iiberty of | 
speech and of the press, And further: they were 
creating a new branch of expenditure for the two _ 
Houses of Congress. He did notsay that this ob- | 
jection ought to be fatal; but the subject was one | 
of such great importance as to require more con- | 
sideration than could be given to it in these hasty || 
proceedings. But this was not all. There was | 
more than a suspicion that there is something be- || 
hind this proposition; that it was a scheme con- |, 
nected with political objects; that the contingent | 
fund of the Senate was, under cover of this propo- || 
sition, to be used to establish a press to support he 
knew not what interest. He was satisfied there || 
was something here more deeply interesting to 
those who sustain it than merely the changing of |, 
the mode of reporting their proceedings. This |! 
looked like the first step in the drama of the open- | 
ing campaign, and he denounced it as such, who- || 
ever was concerned in it. He was not willing to 
lend the contingent fund of the Senate for such a 

urpose. He had heard of some such design to | 
Puild up a press before. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON inquired if the Senator from 
Connecticut meant to say that he designed to es- || 
tablish a political press under cover of this resolu- |, 
tion? 

Mr. NILES. Notatall. He did not suppose || 
the Senator from Maryland knew anything about 
it. But he nevertheless believed the thing was 
well understood by others. We are but two years 
from a presidential election, and there were several || 
candidates understood to be in the field. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will you name them? 

Mr. NILES did not profess to know them. We 
should find out when the time came who they all 
were, and we should then find out in whose inter- | 
est this paper was. 

If there were any appropriation bills that it was 
now desired to pass, he would give way. If not, 
he should go on, and he should sustain the Sen- | 
ator from Missouri as longas his inventive genius | 
would enable him to prepare amendments. [Mr. | 
Wesster, and others: Very well, goon.] He 
would goon, and like a great man now no more, || 
he would ‘ take the responsibility.’’ 

He contended that the last few days of a ses- 
sion were not the proper time to bring forward || 
such a an even if it was free from suspi- 
cion. He recapitulated his objections to it, and || 
then made some remarks in reply to the Senator || 
from Virginia, [Mr. Arcuer,] who seemed to 
think that there was no republican principle in our | 
Government. 

Mr. SIMMONS thought there was not much 
danger to be apprehended from the adoption of 














have him, from being paid double and treble. || 


Blair & Rives were doing the same work, and 
that in a revised form, at six thousand dollars for 
two sessions; and they and others offered to do 
it, as shown by Mr. Bayard’s report, in 184], at a 
fraction over nine thousand dollars for the two ses- 
sions. This Doctor is to have eighteen thousand 
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dollars for the same work, and that while Blair & || 


Rives were actually performing it. The question, 
then, for the practical, business, economical mind 
of the Senator from Rhode Island was, whether 
he would give double or treble price for the | 
same work, and especially for a repetition of the 
same work? Make the case his own: if he had 


faithful, established, well-known mechanics, under | 


bond, doing a job for him at a fixed price, would 
he give double or treble that price to a stranger, 
without shop or means, and without bond, to do 
the same? and especially, would he thus employ 
both at the same time to do the same work double 


| on such terms? This was the point. 
Mr. R. JOHNSON gave notice of an amend- | 
ment to*prevent the publication of any political | 


matter with these reports. . 


Mr. BENTON said that was good as far as it || 
| went; but they all knew how easily frauds might 


be committed and a political press established. 
Mr. HANNEGAN suggested an amendment 
to prohibit all connexion with the party press. , 
he question was then taken on the pending 


| amendment, and it was negatived: Yeas 17, nays 
| 27. 


YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Bagby, Benton, Breese, 
Bright, Cameron, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Ma- 
son, Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney, and Westcott—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, Cilley, Join M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 


| den, Davis, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarna- 


gin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Manguin, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 
Woodbridge, and Yulee—27. 


by inserting after the word ‘‘ morning,”’ the words 
‘“‘the said paper to contain no political discus- 


sions, and to be in no way connected with any | 
|| political press.” 
Mr. BENTON moved to amend the amendment, | 


by adding ‘ Nor shall any part of the money 
hereby voted be employed in the purchase, estab- 


lishment, or support of any political newspaper, or | 4._: 
magazine, or political conadieal of any kind: and | divisable. 
if any part of said money is so applied, it shall be | 


deemed a fraud upon this resolution, and shall | 


vacate the contract;’’ and demanded the yeas and 
nays thereon. 


he amendment to the amendment was dis- | 


agreed to: Yeas 15, nays 27. 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Bagby, Benton, Bright, Cameron, || 


Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Mason, Niles, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, Turney, and Westcott—15. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 


houn, Chalmers, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crit- |! 
tendcn, Davis, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, | 


Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, 
Webster, Woodbridge, and. Yulee—27. 


The amendment as submitted by Mr. Jounson, | 


this proposition. It was one which had occupied || of Maryland, was then agreed to. 


their attention for the last four years, during which 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend, by adding the 


time he had always been in favor of it, separated following: 


from the political press. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired the Senator from 
Rhode Island to give way while he made a report 
from a committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER. No, no; it is not in order. 

Mr. SIMMONS would be happy to enable his 
friend from Connecticut to get any bill through. 

Mr. WEBSTER. No, no. 

Mr. SIMMONS then proceeded to advocate the 
passage of the resolution. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose to say that he had no 
agency in getting up this matter, further than his 
favorable opinion of it. But still, if he thought 
any press had any connexion with it, he would 
be the last man to give it his vote. 

Mr. BENTON heard with pleasure the voice of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, (Mr. Simmons.] 
He always heard it with pleasure; for it was the 
voice of a clear-headed, sensible, business man, 
with whom all his relations, public and private, 
had been pleasant and agreeable. But he be- 
lieved 7 on this ocomaest re vt > 
point. His s ied to the passage cf the 
resolution, and on that nAsabions of having report- 
ers, while the present question was on amend- 
ments, and especially to prevent this particular 
reporter—this r of a reporter—if we must 


* Provided, That the resolution expelling Thomas Ritchie 
from the floor of the Senate be, and the same is hereby, 
rescinded, and that the Daily Union, and the editors thereof, 
| be held and deemed to be on an equal footing, and have 
| equal privileges with other editors and papers for printing 
| the debates of the Senate, anything in said rescind ed reso- 
lution to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
Mr. BENTON said he offered this to produce 
epee : 
Mr. R. JOHNSON asked if the amendment 
was in order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER decided that it 
w 


order. The resolution giving to this Dr. Houston 
—why called Doctor he knew not—still less why 
he was borne upon our Journal with a title, when 
no other person ever was—not even General Jack- 
son, whom our Journal always calls Mr.—why 
this Dr. Houston was thus entitled and thus re- 
corded he knew not; but supposed the aforesaid 
Doctor did, ag it was believed he wrote the reso- 
Jution himself which the Senator from Indigna 
offered; but if he was correctly informed, to be 


critically accurate, the said title of Doctor should | the Ottoman Porte, giving judicial 


have a prefix to it: this said resolution directed this 
Doctor to furnish copies of his reports to the prin- 
cipal newspapers in the United States; and unless 





the resolution expelling Mr. Ritchie was rescinded, 
he might, in the opinion of this Doctor, not be a fit 
person to receive that distinction at his hands. 

Mr. BUTLER inquired from the Senator from 
Missouri, as the representative of the editor of the 
Union, if he was to come to this floor and repeat his 
slander just as he thought proper? If Mr. Ritchie 
would not retract his insulting remarks against 
Senators—nulla vestigia retrorsum; and thereupon, 
Mr. Butier facing round to Mr. Benton, re- 
peated his questions to him. 

Mr. BENTON said the editor of the Union had 
answered for himself in his daily paper; and as for 
himself (Mr. B.) he only answered interrogatories 
in writing, before commissioners in chancery, or 
under a dedimus potestatem, to take depositions. 


|| But if the Senator would write down,his questions, 
| he would write down his answers; and they would 


| make up a case for the considration and judgment 
of the Senate and the people. 

Mr. BUTLER. I can soon do it. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that this was not a 
court of chancery. 

Mr. BUTLER. + No; it is a court of honor. 

Mr. BENTON. Oh, no; we have nothing to 
do with honor here. It is justice only that we 


|, want—the justice of putting the organ of the Dem- 


| ocratic pany on the same footing as the other press- 
es hére. This would be done by the adoption of 
his amendment. 

Mr. CASS said he had taken no part in this 
discussion. When the subject was first introduced 
| he was in favor of it. He thought it might be a 
| plan that might be acceptable. It was a subject in 

which the country had a deep interest; but sugges- 
| tions had since been made which induced him to 
| doubt its propriety. He would not vote for any 
proposition which was subject to the objections 
which had been enumerated. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend, | Mr. BENTON said this amendment was a peace 


|| offering. 


It was submitted to produce harmony. 
| It was the righthand of fellowship at the winding 
up of an ugly debate. 


|| Mr. WESTCOTT called for a division of the 


amendment. The latter part he thought perfectly 
unnecessary, for Mr. Ritchie had now the same 
privileges as were enjoyed by the press generally. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON contended that it was in- 


After debate the amendment was disagreed to— 
yeas 18, nays 26. 

No further amendment being proposed, the reso- 
| lution was reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
| ments were concurred in, It was then ordered to 
| be engrossed fora third reading—yeas 19, nays 
27. 
| YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Calhoun, 
|| Chalmers, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
|| Davis, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Wood- 
|| bridge, and Yulee—27. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, 
|| Breese, Bright, Cameron, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hous- 
|| ton, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Turney 
19. 

Mr. BENTON said they were voting away this 
money, when there was not a shilling in the con- 
tingent fund. E ; 
Mr. WEBSTER called for the third reading 


ow. 

Mr. BENTON objected. 

|| So the third reading was postponed until to-mor- 
| row, under the parliamentary law. 

i REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

|| Mr. RUSK, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
| ported a bill for the relief of John P. Baldwin; 
which was read and to the second read- 
ing. 

| Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution 


| 
| n 
| 
| 


as. 7 . 
Mr. BENTON had no doubt that it was in |, for consideration : 


1 Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of 


the Senate, under the direction of the committee to audit 


|, and contro! the same, to each of the officers and messengers 
| of the Library of Congress, and the two committee clerks, 


the same amount of com ion allowed to the officers 
and messengers in the office of the Secretary of the Setate 
at the present session of Congress. 
1 Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referreil the bill from the 
| House to carry into effect certain provisions in the 
treaties between the United States and China, and 
wer to minis- 
tates in those 





ters and consuls o nited 


countries, reported the same with an amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
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mittee on Pensions, submitted adverse reports in 
the cases of Peter Grover, Ann Clayton, Samuel 
P. Armstrong, and others, and Mary Genning. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resolved 
to disagree to the amendment of the House; and 
to insist upon their own amendments to the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
eX penises of the Government for the year ending 
30th June, 1848; and a committee of conference 
wus appointed thereon, 

ADMISSION OF WISCONSIN. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, asin committee of the whole, 
the bill from the House for the admission of the 
State of Wisconsin into the Union. 

After some debate, the bill was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was, by unanimous consent, read a 
third ume and passed, 

ARMY BILL. 

The report of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
recommendit *, a non-concurrence in most of the 
amendments of the ELouse to the bill to provide for 
an additional number of general officers, and for 
other purposes, was taken up and concurred in. 


LIGHTING THE CAPITOL WITH GAS. 

The joint resolution for lighting the ¢ vapitot and 
public vrounds with Crutchett’s solar fas, Was read 
a third tine and passed. 

PORT OF ENTRY AT SALINA, TEXAS. 

Mr. DEX, from the Committee on Commerce, to 
whom was referred the bill from the House to es- 
tablish a port of entry at Salina, in the State of 
"Texas, and for other purposes, reported the same 
without ame nile nt. 

The Senate proceeded to consider said bill, as 
in committee of the whole; and, after debate, no 
amendment being made, it was reported to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill was then read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 


FEES IN ADMIRALTY CASES. 


On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider, as in committee of the whole, 
the bill from the House for the reduction of the costs 


and expenses of proceedings in admiralty against 


ships and vessels. 

‘The amendment reported from the committee to 
which the bill was referred having been agreed to, 
after debate, the bill was reported to the Senate; 
and the amendment having been concurred in, it 
was ordered to a third reading, and was, by unani- 
mous consent, read a third time, and passed. 

LOTS IN CINCINNATI. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in com- 

mittee of the whole, the joint resolution to prohibit 


the sule at private entry of certain lands in Cincin- | 


nati, Ohio; and after debate, it was, on motion by 
Mr. CRITTENDEN, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Ata late hour of the nieht, the Senate went into 
executive session, and, after some time spent there- 
in, the doors were opened, and the Senate ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, Warch 2, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approve d—~ 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved a re: | 


consideration of the vote adopting the resolution 


reported yesterday by Mr. McCLecann, from the | 


Committee on Commerce, authorizing and direct- 
ing a compilation 

T w\ + . ~~* oa : 
United States on the commerce and navigation of 
the country. 


Mr. BOYD moved to lay the motion to recon- | 


sider on the table. Disagreed to. 


Mr. Incersoit’s mouon was then put, and | 


agreed to. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved the following 
as a substitute for the resoluuon reported by Mr, 
McC.eLiann: 


Resolwed, That the President cause to be prepared a di- 
gest of al! the statute laws of the United States, now in 
force, in such forms as to bring the duties of cach public 
officer together under one head, as far as practicable, and 
that he report the same to Congress at as carly a day as 
practicable; and that he also cause to be prepared and re- 


ported at the same time such modifications of the present | 


CHAPMAN 


and revision of the laws of the | 
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statutes as may be deemed of public utility. And that, in | 


preparing the said digest and recommendations, he is hereby | 


authorized to require the same to be performed by such |) 
heads of the departments and bureaus as he may believe || 
ean properly be employed on that duty without neglecting || 
their present official duties, not to exceed three in number. | Mr. Gippines. 
| 
} 


Mr. PETTIT made some inquiries, which led | 


to explanations by Mr. J. R. Incersoxt. 

Mr. J. A. ROCK WELL moved an amendment 
to the amendment, striking out the words: ** And 
that he also cause to be prepared and reported at 
the same time such modificst'cns of the present 
statutes as may be deemed of public utility.” 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. COBB, 
MeCLELLAND, RATHBUN, and GORDON, 


| took part. 
Mr. GORDON then moved to lay the resolution | 


and amendments on the table. Agreed to. 


Mr. McKAY moved that the House take a re- 
cess, this day, from half after two p. m. to five 
o’clock p. m. . Agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, to which was referred the bill making , 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- | 


penses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1848, together with the amendments of 
the Senate thereto, reported the same to the House; 


and the bill and amendments were committed. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 
Mr. G. S. HOUSTON, from the committee of 
conference on the part of the House, on the dis- 
arreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 


ments to the bill making appropriations for the | 


service of the Post Office Department, made a re- 
port, which was read and agreed to. 

The joint resolution of the Senate to refund 
money to the States which have supplied volan- 
teers and furnished them transportation, during 
the present war, before being mustered and re- 
ceived into the service of the United States, was 
taken up, read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. DANIEL asked leave to make a report | 


from the Committee of Claims. Objected to. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


Hamuin in the chair,) and proceeded to consider 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill making 
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rose, and adopted a resolution to close all debate 
in committee on the Diplomatic Bill in five min. 

| utes; and the committee again resumed its session 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, replied 1 


The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
| agreed to, and the 23d amendment of the Senate 
| as amended, was then agreed to. : 

The 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th amendments of 
the Senate were read and agreed to. 

The 28th amendment of the Senate was read 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommended 
a concurrence in this amendment, with an amend. 
ment. The amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was agreed to. 


‘| Mr. DARRAGH moved to amend the Senate’s 


_ amendment, by adding thereto an appropriation of 
| $50,000 for the erection and completion of the ma- 


| rine hospitals at Pittsburg, Louisville, Paducah, 


and Cleveland. Disagreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended } 
the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was agreed to; as was also the 29th. 

The 30th amendment was read and disagreed to, 

The 3lst amendment was read. 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved to amend the 
same by striking out all thereof, and inserting ag 
follows; which was disagreed to: 

“ That the sum of six thousand dollars be appropriated to. 
wards the payment for a painting to fill the remaining panel 
in the Rotundo: Provided, That before any contract be made 
with any artist, the Joint Committee on the Library shalj 
advertise for artists to send in sketches or cartoons; and 
after a fill examination of such sketches or cartoons, and hay- 
ing reference to the subject and the capacity of the artist, the 
said Joint Committee shall have power to make a contract 
for said painting: Provided further, That the sum to be paid 
shall not exceed in the whole ten thousand dollars.” 


Mr. JOHN G. CHAPMAN moved to amend 
| the Senate amendment, by providing ‘* that the 
| subject of the painting shall be the Landing of the 
| Pilgrims at the city of St. Mary’s, Maryland, May 
20, 1634.” Disagreed to. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS moved to add a pro- 
| viso, designating as the subject of the painting the 
departure of the expedition under General George 
Disagreed to. 


| Rogers Clark against Vincennes. 


|| Mr. WOODWORTH moved to amend the 


} 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- | 


penses of Government for the year ending June 
30, 1848. 


The 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 9th, 10th, 17th, 18th, i 
/ 19th, and 20th amendments of the Senate were 
| read and agreed to. 


The 13th amendment of the Senate, as amended 
by the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was read and agreed to. 


| 
| 
| 
} 


The Ist, 7th, Sth, 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 16th, | 


and 2lst amendments of the Senate were, on re- 
commendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, disagreed to. 


The 22d amendment of the Senate, which La 
; Pro" | to: Ayes 89, noes 48. 


vided $2,200 for the repair of the bridge across 


the Potomac river, in the District of Columbia, | 


was read. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


/ mended that the House disagree thereto. 


Some discussion followed, in which Messrs. 
of Maryland, 
Ohio, McGAUGHEY, PENDLETON, ROB. 


| ERTS, SCHENCK, PAYNE, and GEO. W. 


JONES, took par 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to: Ayes 80, noes 77. 

The 23d amendment was read. The Committee 


_of Ways and Means recommended that the House 


concur in this, with an amendment reducing the 


/ amount $10,000. 


Mr GIDDINGS was debating this amendment; 


| when, 
On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the committee || 


temporarily rose, and a committee of conference 
on the part of the House was appointed to confer 
with a similar committee on the part of the Senate, 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments to the bill to establish certain post 
routes. 

The Committee of the Whole then again resumed 


McDOWELL of | 


amendment, by striking out the name of the artist, 
| ** Powell,’’ and inserting that of ** Rossiter.’’ Dis- 
agreed to. 


| “Mr. STANTON moved to add the following 


proviso to the amendment: ‘ Provided, The sub- 
ject of the painting shall be the crossing the Mis- 
| sissippi river by De Soto, at the fourth Chickasaw 
Bluff, in 1542.” Disagreed to. 
| Mr. BOWLIN moved to strike out the name of 
| ** Powell,’’ and insert ** Dale;” and also moved 
| that the subject of the painting be the ‘ Council 
| held by General George Rogers Clark at North 
| Bend, 1794, with the Indians.’’ Disagreed to. 
| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to strike out 
| the name of the artist, so as to leave it free to com- 
| petition. Disagreed to. ; 
| ‘The question was then put on agreeing to the 
| 31st amendment of the Senate, and it was agreed 


The 32d, 33d, 34th, 35th, 37th, 38th, 39th, and 
40th amendments of the Senate were read and dis- 
agreed to. 

The 36th amendment was read and agreed to. 

The 41st amendment of the Senate was read. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommended 
a disagreement thereto. 
| Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend 
the same as follows: 


«“ That the President of the United States be requested to 
consider the expediency of opening or continuing negotia- 
tions with the Governments of other nations, and particu- 

| larly with those the territorial jurisdiction of which compre- 
hends the Isthmus of Panama, and to which the United 
States have accredited ministers or agents, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the practicability of effecting a communica- 
tion between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by the con- 
| struction of a ship canal across the Isthmus, and of leavin 

| forever, by suitable treaty stipulations, the free and equa 
right of navigating such canal to all nations, on the payment 
of reasonable tolls. And that the President be also requested, 
in any negotiations in reference to a treaty which mer here- 
after be had with the republic of Mexico, to consider the 
| expediency of providing for the construction of a ship canal 
"or railroad between the Atlantic and Pacific oeeans, by the 
| Isthmus of Tehuantepec, or other practicable route ; and the 
| procuring by treaty the rights of territory and jurisdiction 
| necessary for the construction, preservation, and control of 
| the same; and that fhe sum of ten thousand dollars be ap- 


its session; and Mr. GIDDINGS resumed and | Propriated to carry the foregoing into effect.” 


concluded his remarks. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee then 


! 


This amendment was disagreed to. 
The question recurred on agreeing to the 41st 


* 
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amendment, and it was agreed to—as was the } 
4ad, 47th, and 50th amendments of the Senate. 

The 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 48th, and 49th amend- | 
ments of the Senate were read and disagreed to. 

The 5ist amendment of the Senate was read; 
when, after some remarks - Mr. J.Q. ADAMS, 
which will be found in the Appendix, 

The question was put on agreeing to the said | 
5Jst amendment, and it was disagreed to—ayes 28, | 


| 
| 


noes 94. | 
The 52d and 55th amendments of the Senate |) 
were read and agreed to; and the 53d, 54th, 56th, | 
and 57th, disagreed to, | 
All the amendments having been acted on— | 
The committee rose and reported accordingly. || 
Mr. McKAY moved the previous question, | 
which was seconded; and the main question was || 
ordered on agreeing to the amendments of the Sen- 





ate. 
The House then took a recess, 





EVENING SESSION, 


The SPEAKER resumed the Chair at five 
o'clock; and the House not being full— \| 
The SPEAKER said he would, by unanimous | 
consent, lay before the House some bills which |. 
had been returned from the Senate. It being ac- || 
uiesced in— 1] 
The SPEAKER then laid before the House the | 
bill from the Senate to amend an act entitled “An |) 
act to raise for a limited time an additional military || 
force, and for other purposes. ”’ 
It was read a first and second time, and commit- | 
ted to a Commitee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 
THE THREE MILLION BILL. 

The Senate bill making further appropriations || 
to bring the existing war with Mexico to a speedy || 
and honorable termination, (thethree million bill,) 
was then laid before the House. | 
Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON moved to refer it 
toa Committee of the Whole on the State of the || 
Union. 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the bill be refer- | 
red to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. ASHMUN inquired if this was not a House | 
bill, which had been amended by, and returned || 
from, the Senate? | 
The SPEAKER said it was a Senate bill. 
Mr. WINTHROP moved a call of the House; | 
but said he would withdraw the motion, if, b | 
general consent, the bill would be laid aside until |) 
the other business was acted on; otherwise, he | 
would insist on the motion for a call. 
The yeas and nays were taken on ordering a || 


} 
'} 


call, and resulted—yeas 75, nays 74. 

The SPEAKER voted in the negative, which | 
made a tie; and the motion was consequently re- 
jected. 

Mr. McHENRY moved to lay the bill on the | 
table. Yeas 81, nays 103. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the | 
bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to carry into 
effect in the States of Alabama and Mississippi the 
existing compact with those States in regard to 
the five per cent. fund and the school reserva- || 
tions,’’ with the amendments of the Senate there- | 
to; when the Senate amendments were read and | 
concurred in. 
The Senate bill to provide for the punishment || 
of piracy in certain casés‘was read theca times, |, 
and passed. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. | 
The House proceeded to the consideration of || 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and di- | 
plomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending Jane 30, 1848, and the amendments of the 
Senate thereto; on which the previous question 
had been ordered. | 
The following amendments were separately voted 
on by yeas and nays, viz: 

















The amendment providing an appropriation for | 
the lighting of Dieahyhennia avenue, from the | 
Capito! to the Executive buildings. Agreed to: 
Yeas 106, nays 83. 

The amendment providing for the Auxiliary || 
Guard was disagreed to: Yeas 55, nays 115. 

The amendment appropriating $2,200 for the 
repair of the bridge across the Potomac river was || 
agreed to: Yeas 87, =r 76. 4 | 

The amendment making an eppropriation for 
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| war with Mexico to a speedy and honorable ter- 


the paving and repair of Pennsylvania Avenue was | Mr. PETTIT. I object. 


disagreed to: Yeas 66; nays 81. 

The amendment providing for the purchase of | 
the bridges across the Eastern Branch of the Po- 
tomac river was disagreed to: Yeas 68, nays 80. 

The amendment making an appropriation for 


| indemnifying the owners of the schooner Amis- | 


tad was disagreed to: Yeas 40, nays 112. 

The amendment proposing to pay Ritchie and 
Heiss the difference between the rates as at present 
authorized by law for printing and the rates allow- 
ed before the present law took effect, was agreed 
to—yeas 91, nays 54. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the remaining amend- 
ments was then concurred in. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee of Con- | 
ference on the part of the House, on the bill to | 


| establish certain post-routes, made a report; which 
| was read and agreed to, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Clerk, relative to the letting of 
contracts for the printing for the House of Repre- | 
sentatives for the next Congress, and stating that 
the persons who had obtained the contracts had 
given satisfactory security for the performance of 
the work. Laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the House, on the naval appro- | 


GLOBF. 


[atetnentacavamnnantinddatiettame tices 


Mr. BROWN. Very well: my object was con- 
ciliation; but if gentlemen prefer this state of 
things, [ wash my hands of it. 

Tellers were demanded on taking up the bill, 
and being appointed, reported ayes 93, noes 4; no 
quorum voting. 

The CHAIR said there was a large quorum in 
the House, but gentlemen would not vote. 

Mr. PETTIT said it was obvious the commit- 
tee could get no vote; and he asked that they rise 
and report. 

Mr. COTTRELL said that when no quorum 
voted, it was the privilege of any member to have 
the House counted. ‘This was the parliamentary 
law, as stated in the Manual. 

The CHAIR replied that that question had been 
examined by him, and that the counting of the 
House could lead to no practical result; for he 
could pronounce no motion carried or rejected till 
a quorum voted one way or theother. He had no 
doubt there was a quorum present. 

The committee now rose and reported that it 
had found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to adjourn. 
Ayes 77, noes 86. 

Mr. CARROLL asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee of Ways and Means 


Rejected: 


to report back forthwith the bill referred to that 


priation bill, made a report; which was read, and, | 


under the operation of the previous question, was 


_ agreed to. 


“Mr. BOYD moved that the House resolve itself |: 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
nion. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House | 
adjourn; but yielded at the request of 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF, who moved to go into | 
committee, to take up the joint resohution of the | 
Senate refunding to the several States money ad- | 


| vanced to aid in equipping volunteers previous to 
| being mustered into service. 


Mr. PETTIT renewed the motion to adjourn; 
which was put and rejected. ; 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved a call of the 
House. Disagreed to. 

Mr. W. then moved that the House adjourn. | 
Disagreed to: Ayes 79, noes 93r But before the 
result was announced by the Speaker, the yeas | 
and nays were ordered on the motion, and there | 
were for adjournment, yeas 69, nays 106. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, the House resolved | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr. Cons in the chair.) 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to take up the || 


joint resolution of the Senate refunding certain | 
money advanced by States for the equipment of | 
volunteers before being mustered into service. 
Disagreed to: Ayes 81, noes 82, 

Mr. BOYD moved to take up the Senate bill 
making further appropriations to bring the existing 


mination, (the three million bill. ) 


Mr. ASHMUN moved that the committee rise. |! 


Disagreed to: Ayes 40, noes 90. 

The question was taken on Mr. Boyn’s motion, | 
and no quorum voted. 

The committee rose, and reported that they had | 
found themselves without a quorum. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved a call of the House, on 
which he also asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the House adjourn: 
on which motion the yeas and nays were taken, 
and resulted as follows: Yeas 42, nays 111. 


The question recurred on ordering a call, and it | 


was disagreed to. 
And a quorum having appeared, the committee | 
again resumed its session. 


Mr. DOUGLASS said he proposed that, by |’ 


common consent, both sides of the House should | 
cease this useless contest, and agree to take a | 


| 


vote on this bill now; and then, in the House, | 


suspend, in regard to this bill, the joint resolytion || 


which forbids bills to be sent to the President on 
the last day of the session. 
Cries of ‘** No, no; no bargains.”’] 

he CHAIR reminded gentlemen that no busi- 
ness or remarks were in order but by general con- 
sent. The question was on the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyn,] to take 
up the bill from the Senate. There was now a 


quorum. 
Mr. MILTON BROWN asked leave to present 
a proposition. 


committee for the relief of Ireland. 

Objected to. 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopktns in the chair) de- 
cided the motion to be out of order, the rules being 
already suspended for the purpose of enabling the 
House to resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARROLL appealed from the decision, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and, 
being taken, were yeas 130, nays 4. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

After some desultory conversation and some 
proceedings on a point of order, &c., 

A quorum being again present, 

Onmotion of Mr. McKAY, it was agreed to take 
up bills from the Senate. 

The first was a joint resolution to suspend the 
rule which forbids bills to be sent between the two 
Houses on the last day of the session. 

Mr. PETTIT asked if the question was debata- 
ble? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. PETTIT took an appeal, and demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

But the House refused to order them, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

And the House agreed to suspend the joint res- 
olution: Ayes 102, noes not counted. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose to what 
he believed to be a privileged question, which was 
to suspend the rules and instruct the Committee of 
the Whole to report the navy pension bill. 

A discussion on order followed. 

Mr. PETTIT insisted that on the last vote a 
quorum had not voted. 

The CHAIR explained, that when the large vote 
on the affirmative side had been declared, those on 


the negative agreed to give up without a count, as 


was the constant practice in such cases. 

The House then took up the bill for increasing 
the number of general officers. 

The Senate’s amendments having been read, and 
the question being on that striking out the general- 
in-chief— : 

Mr. McHENRY moved that the House recede 
from its disagreement to this amendment. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the House insist on its 
disagreement. 

The CHAIR ruled the motions to be equivalent 
to each other, and put the question on that first 
made, viz: Will this House recede? 

Mr. McHENRY demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, went into a 


| very animated and earnest speech in opposition to 
| the feature which the Senate had stricken out. He 
| observed, that if any administration in England or 


on the Continent had been sustained wnder all their 
difficulties by such gallant battles as had lately 


| occurred on our southern frontier and in Mexico, 
| the gratitude of the nation would have been com- 


| mensurate with the extent of the kingdom. His 


| opposition was influenced by no personal opposi- 


tion to an 


of the officers, or any regard to the 
question whether they were in the Whi 
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Democratic ranks; but he insisted that, if such a 
blow as this feature of the bill proposed to inflict 


upon their honor should be perpetrated, it would | 


be a blow at the spirit, the honor, and the virtue 
of the whole army. It was a blow which would 
ultimately recoil on every man who inflicted it not 
only, but upon every man in this nation. It was 
neither more nor less than this: a proposition to 
place civil polity, ay, he might say, civil politics 
and party politics, in the van of all the honor and 
all the bravery which adorned our army. 

In Europe men were educated for the military 
profession, and it had been the policy of our 
fathers to have their armies led by men properly 
trained to the military art, as well as in civil ac- 
complishments; and yet now, because General 
Taylor, who had never thought of the Presidency, 
or of running the race to obtain it, but whose whole 
life had been spent in camps and in the field, who 
had won victory after victory, and added more to 
the national glory than any other man now living, 
happened unforamately to be cursed with the 
name of “Whig,’’ he must be superseded and 
publicly dishonored and disgraced. 

Mr. H. said there were times when good men 
felt that party was nothing, and that country was 
all. But, if what we read in Greek and in Roman 
story was true, it seemed as if the time was fast 
coming in this republic, when public virtue would 
be a crime, and to have promoted the glory of the 
Government would but ensure a man’s disgrace 
and prepare the way for his ruin, Surely this was 
a day when gentlemen on all sides of the House 
should agree to sacrifice their petty political differ- 
ences and feuds on the altar of their common coun- 
try, and resist so monstrous a scheme as was now 
on foot to place a civilian, a politician, over the 
heads of veteran officers who had rendered the 
country the most valuable services, merely because 
they did not happen to belong to the pure un- 
sophisticated Democratic school. Yes; that was 
the alpha and the omega of their offence. We had 
been precipitated (he cared not by whom) into a 
war in which we could not retreat without dis- 
honor, nor advance without a complication of mis- 
eries, Was this a time to place at the head of the 
national forces a mere politician, who was in- 
triguing as a candidate for the next Presidency? 

Mr. H. said when he looked at what was pass- 
ing around him, he sometimes doubted whether 
we should have a next President. If gentlemen 
went on with their disorders, and conducted the 
yublic business in the way they were now doing, 
it might well be doubted whether we ever should 
have another Presidential election. 

Mr. GROVER here interposed, and reminded 
the Chair that the gentleman at the outset had 


promised to speak but five minutes: was not the }! 


time up? 

The CHAIR replied that the gentleman was in 
order. 

Mr. HOLMES resumed, and further insisted on 
the absurdity of appointing a man who had led 
only party forces in the political arena to super- 
sede gallant and veteran officers in the field. Should 
so scandalous a measure prevail, he trusted in God 
that all the brave and highminded men that now 
held distinguished positions in our army would 
at once resign and leave the field to this new Ear] 
of Mar. 

Mr. H. also adverted to the low state of the 
finances, and complimented the bravery of gen- 
tlemen in voting men and money and pushing on 
the war, who dare not impose a paltry tax on tea 
and coflee to meet the expenses of the war. An- 
other sort of patriots were for disturbing the whole 
country by their Wilmot proviso, and then con- 
trived to make their own peace with the Execu- 
tive, and escape the responsibility of the confusion 
they had set on foot. ; 

Before Mr. H. would consent to disgrace our 


officers by voting for such a degrading proposition, | 
he would consent never to see the Congress again, | 


or ever call himself a party man. He knew the 
time of the House was precious, (and the House 
had proved it by wasting three hours of this even- 
ing in doing nothing,) and he should not, therefore, 
protract his remarks; but, if it must pass here, he 
trusted it never would get through the other branch 
of the Legislature. 
* Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question, 

which was seconded. 

Mr. B. thereupon moved to adjourn, 

And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 


Wenpnespay, March 3, 1847. 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered 


| that the Senate take a recess this day from four to 
| six o’clock p. m. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 


tenant William M. Walker and others, officers 
who were engaged in the late Exploring Expedi- 


tion, submitted a report; which was ordered to be | 


printed, 


passed to the second reading. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. | 
_Greenr, in relation to the compensation allowed | lon 
| on the Judiciary were read and agreed to. 
|| ‘The bill was then reported to the Senate. 


jo the laborer 5 er Sete in the care of the furnaces 
and fires, was considered and agreed to. 

Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Barret Edwards Potter, praying that the speech of 


the Hon. Tuomas Corwin be printed at the pub- | 


lic expense, reported that the memorial be not 
printed, 

Mr. C., from the same committee, to whom the 
motions for printing the memorial of the Lrish Em- 


igrant Society of New York, the memorial of John | 


S. Kinsley and Joseph Pearson, and the memorial 
of the Chamber of Commerce of New York, were 
referred, reported that the same be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House making further provision for the expenses 


| attending the intercourse between the United States 


| and foreign nations, reported the same with amend- 
| ments. 


Mr. S. gave notice that he should call the bill 


up at one o’clock; but the House having, in the | 


meantime, acted upon the bill of the Senate for the || one side they were opposed by the southern inter- 


same object, it was rendered unnecessary. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in com- | 
mittee of the whole, the bill from the House to | 
authorize the constituted authorities of the city of | 


Dubuque, in the State of Iowa, to enter certain 
islands between the landings of said city and the 


main channel of the Mississippi river. 


No amendment being made, the bill was report- 


ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading, | 


and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 
and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in commit- 
tee of the whole, the bill from the House for the 
relief of the citizens of Beetown, in the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

No amendment being made, the bill was report- 


ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading, and 


was, by unanimous consent, read a third time and 
passed. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in commit- 
tee of the whole, the bill from the House creatin 
a collection district in Maine, and constituting Ban- 
gor, in said district, a port of entry and delivery. 

No amendment being made, the bill was report- 


ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading, | 


and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 


| and passed. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in com- | 


mittee of the whole, the bill from the House for 
the relief of Joseph Warren Newcombe. 
No amendment being made, the bill was report- 


ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading, 


and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 
and passed. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, to 
whom was referred the bill from the House, au- 
thorizing a register to be issued to the brig Leveret, 
reported the same without amendment, 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
from the House to prohibit the sale at private entry 
of certain lands in Cincinnati, Ohio, reported the 
same with an amendment. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the bill from the House to cre- 


| ate an additional land district in the Territory of 
| Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 


|| late to act on it. 
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| _No amendment being made, the bill was 

’ report. 

ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third sales 

and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 


| and passed. 
| OREGON TERRITORY. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to take up, for consid 
| tion, the bill to establish a snes in the Ter. 


| ritory of Oregon. It was a bill of great impo 
P E 1] . rtance, 
brary, to whom was referred a memorial of Lieu- || Inducements had been held out to our Stites : 


go there, and, in consequence of these ind 


| our people had gone out there to settle t 
/ and ha 


ucements, 
; e themselves, 
taken possession of the miserable rem- 


_ || ant of territory which had been left to us. The 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pri- 


vate Land Claims, reported a bill to confirm the | 
title of a tract of land in the Territory of Iowa to || 
the heirs, assignees, or legal representatives of || 
Julien Dubuque, deceased; which was read, and | 


question was, whether we would expatriate these 
citizens and drive them to transfer their allegiance 
to another Power, or perform the promises under 
| which they had been induced to settle the terri- 

tory? 

The motion was agreed to, the bill was taken 
up for consideration, as in committee of the whole 
and the amendments reported from the Committee 


Mr. EVANS aaid that this was an important 
bill, and could not be passed without some time 
being taken for consideration. If it were now to 
be pressed to a discussion, all the other bills on 
the calendar would be thrown out. 

_. Mr. ALLEN replied that the bill was of great 
_ importance. A similar bill was under considera- 
tion last session. He understood the whole thing: 
he always had understood it. This bill was to be 
defeated in order to induce the people in the Terri- 
tory to set up an independent government, and to 


| constitute themselves a new republic, which was 


the darling project of some Senators. We were 
called on to decide, now and forever, whether any 
_of our Territories shall be permitted to separate 
themselves and to form a separate government to 
the dismemberment of the Union. There could 
| be no other object in this opposition but to induce 
these settlers to stand on their independence. The 
Northwest interest was at this moment the small- 
est and the weakest of all the three interests. On 


est, and on the other by the New England interest— 
| outnumbered and outweighed by both. It was 
said there was not time to act on this bill. He had 
had no control over it. It came from the House 
along time ago. He had proposed the consider- 
ation of it now, to test the sense of the Senate if 
| there should be a dismemberment of the Union or 
'not. Last session we had been told that we could 
not go into the construction of a government for 


| 


| Oregon until a certain question was disposed of. 


|, By the time the treaty was completed, it was too 
And now it was just the same 
| thing; and it would be nine months before the next 
|| session. Ever since 1820, efforts had been made 
| from time to time to induce the Government to ex- 
|! tend its protection over these settlers, but these 
'| attempts had always been defeated. Last session 
| we were deterred by the fear of offending Queen 
| Victoria. That fear had passed away before the 
| close of the session; and then it was the want of 
time. He understood the matter. It was the two 
|| old wings overshadowing the new centre. He 
| was determined this matter should be generally 
1 


} understood, and he would examine the yeas and 


| nays, on every question bearing on this, since the 
| year 1820, in order to show from what sections of 
|, the country the opposing votes had come. It was 
} a question of balance ,of power. The old North 
|, and the old South dreaded the power of the new 
|| centre. 
| Mr. BADGER said that as he was a young Sen- 
ator, and this matter was quite new to him, he 
| would be glad to hear the explanation of the Sen- 
| ator from Ohio. : i 
| Mr. EVANS said there was to be no discussion 

on this bill. He was perfectly at a loss to com- 

rehend what the Senator from Ohio meant. But 

he thought it too late to go into a discussion at this 
| late period, and he would therefore renew his mo- 
‘| tion to lay the bill on the table; and on this ques- 
tion he asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 

follows : 


YEAS —Messrs. Archer, Boteet Bagby, Berrien, Butler, 
| Calhoun Cilley, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, John- 
| son of Marytand, M: m, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Up- 
ham, Webster, and Y 19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Ashiey, Atchison, Benton, Breese, 
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1847. 
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Ceceiag Demennn, Bt, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Niles, 
soulé, Sturgeon, and ‘Turney—20. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked for an explanation 
of the several amendments cone by the Judi- 
ciary Committee substituting the words ‘* qualified 
yoters” for * population.” 

Mr. ASHLEY explained that the effect would 


be to confine the first elections to citizens who were || 
qualified under any circumstances to vote, and af- || 


j 
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| 
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terwards to admit the votes of foreign residents || 


who had made a declaration of their intention to 
become citizens. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped that these amend- 


ments would not be agreed to. Many of the per- || 
sons thus admitted to the privilege of voting would | 


continue foreigners in spite of such declaration. 
Mr. WEBSTER expressed his intention to ask 
the opinion of the Senate whether foreigners who 
had only declared their intention to become citi- 
ens should be entitled to vote as citizens. He 


desired to see whether this new principle in our | 


institutions was to have its beginning in one of our 
remote Territories. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said that as these amend- 


ments did raise that important question, he would | 


ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WESTCOTT regretted that he felt himself 
bound to make the motion which he was about to 
make. The amendments that had been objected 
to were introduced at his instance. But, if the 
question were now to be gone into, he foresaw that 
it would lead to a discussion which would con- 
tinue until the adjournment. He would therefore 
move to lay the bill on the table, and would ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and the 
question being taken on the motion to lay the bill 
on the table, it was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Bagby, Berrien, Butler, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, Davis, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Mason, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Rusk, Simmons, Soulé, Upham, Web- 
ster, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Benton, Breese, 
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Corwin, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Niles, Sturgeon, 
and Turney—18. 

Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he would move 
to take up this bill, whenever an opportunity 
might offer. 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS moved that the Senate proceed to 
consider the bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of certain rivers and harbors. 

Mr. D. explained that it was a bill from the 
House appropriating about $600,000 for the im- 
sto of rivers in the West, and for certain 

arbors. 

Mr. BAGBY understood the object of the bill. 
But he hoped it would not be taken up, as it would 
lead to a discussion which would consume so much 
time as would prejudice other bills of greater im- 
portance. 

Mr. DAVIS replied, that whether there was any 
discussion would depend on the Senator from Ala- 
bama and his friends. He (Mr. D.) did not intend 
to discuss it. 
_ Mr. BAGBY said he would oppose the bill, 
item by item. 

Mr. DIX stated that he had introduced this bill. 
He had no doubt of the constitutionality of the ap- 
propriations for the objects which were specified, 
and he hoped the bill would be passed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to take up the bill; and, the question being taken, 
it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Breese, 
Cameron, Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, 
Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, Mangum, iller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 
Simmons, Soulé, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—22. 

_NAYS—Messrs. by, Benton, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 
Chalmers, Mason, Turney, and Yulee—9. 


hob bill was then taken up in committee of the 
whole, 

Mr. BAGBY would not delay the business of 
the Senate by opposing the bill item by item, as he 
had promised, and would simply content himself 
with moving, as a test question, to strike out the 
appropriation of 150,000 for the improvement of 
the river below the falls at Louisville; and on that 


question he should ask the yeas and nays without 
further remark, 





if 





‘The question was taken, and decided in the neg- | 
ative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Butler, Mason, Niles, Turney, 
and Yulee—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, | 
Cilley, Jolin M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Dickinson, 
Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Hunting- 
ton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sim- 


mons, Soulé, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, Westcott, and || : 7 eg : 
E eee , . , | charges, and asked a committee for their investi- 
| gation, have refused. 


| himself wanting in respect to a member of this 


Woodbridge—3s. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
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Mr. HANNEGAN. If the Senator was satis- 


\| fied, he was. 


Mr. TURNEY remarked, that at twelve o’clock 


| to-night one-third of the members of this body 


would retire. It was obviously proper that they 
who would constitute the new Senate should them- 


| selves fix the mode in which they should be ra- 


| ported. 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved to take up fora third || 


reading the resolution submitted by him in relation 
to the contract for reporting the speeches and pro- 
ceedings of the Senate. 

Mr. BAGBY asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

And the question being on taking up the resolu- 
tion, it was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 25, 


| nays 16. 


Mr. TURNEY said that a charge had been made 


by the Senator from Missouri, in his place, that || 
there was a political object lying at the bottom of || 


this movement; and that, under the authority con- | 
ferred by this resolution, individuals, for the pro- 
motion of their personal claims on the Presidency, | 
would be allowed to dip their hands into the public | 
treasury. As this charge had been gravely made, 


and had gone forth to the world, he thought it was || 


due to the character of this body that the whole | 
subject should be referred to a committee, and that 
the matter should be fully investigated. There 
was no great emergency calling for immediate 
action on the resolution. An arrangement had 
already been made for reporting the debates; we 
were going on under that arrangement; the reports 


| retiring Congress. 


He must say, that he could not, if any 
member on the other side had risen and made 


He should have considered 


body, had he doneso. It was due to the Senator 
from Missouri, to the Senate itself, and to the pub- 
lic, that the charges should be referred for exam- 
ination. He knew nothing of these charges when 
the resolution was introduced. His suspicions 
were first excited by what had since taken place. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he should vote against 
the reference, and afterwards against the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. BUTLER said he was, yesterday, so guile- 
less, so unsuspicious of any covert design any- 
where, that he had voted for a committee. He 
would now vote against a reference. 

Mr. BENTON said, we were about to contract 
with aman to report the debates which were not 
to take place until nine months from this day. 
Many members would then be here who were not 
now in this body. Blair & Rives, it would be 
remembered, were once rejected by gentlemen 
on the other side, because they were elected by a 
This was the third of March, 
and this was a retiring Congress, and it was pro- 


| posed to make a contract with a reporter for the 


would continue to be as good as heretofore, and no || 


harm could result from the delay of a week or two 
at the beginning of the next session. Was it not | 
due to the Senator from Missouri, also, that these | 


charges should be investigated, and that an oppor- | 


tunity should be given him to substantiate them. | 
No Senator could take the responsibility of assert- 
ing that they were not true, and why should an 
opportunity to examine into them be refused? He | 
hoped this suggestion would be acted on, and he | 
would move to refer the whole subject to a select 
committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER 
would be nugatory. Senators who took the view 
which had been thrown out by the Senator from 
Tennessee could vote against the resolution. 


until the next session. The effect of the motion | 
therefore would be the same as a rejection. 

Mr. BAGBY suggested another consideration. 
There ‘could be no more reporting until the next 
session. It must surely be out of the overflowings 
of an abundant treasury that it was proposed to 


pay this $18,000. And while we were undertaking || 


to pay twice as much as was necessary, we had 
even refused to require any security for the fulfil- 
ment of the contract. e were about to place 


this large amount of money in the hands of a per- || 


son of whom we knew nothing. He meant nothing | 
unkind towards any individual; but we were acting 
entirely in the dark. A pretext was set up that 
this was intended to separate the reporting from | 
the daily press. But it might be that the very | 
same type which would be employed on these re- | 
ports might also be used in the promulgation of | 
litical opinions. 


Mr. HANNEGAN considered it due to himself || 


to say that he had introduced this resolution without | 
concert with any individual on earth except the | 
reporter himself. If the Senator from Alabama | 
intended to impute any improper motive to him 
the Senator shamed the place where he sits. He | 
had now said all he proposed to say. The reso- | 
lution showed on its face what it was; and he called | 
on any Senator to show that there was anything 
else at the bottom. He would not charge improper 
motives on any Senator. 

Mr. BAGBY would have been astonished at the 
course of the Senator from Indiana, if he could be 
astonished at anything which came from him after 
the scenes of the last few days. His self-respect 
would prevent him from making such reply as the 
provocation might warrant. But if he shamed the 
seat he occupied, it must be in consequence of its 


proximity to a certain other seat. He was tired 
of this. 


, ) Ifa | 
committee were appointed no report could be made || 


intimated that this course || 


| 
| 





| 
| 
j 
i 


i 
| 


| resolution and the decision of 


next Senate, without requiring any security from 
him. Blair & Rives had given security when they 
undertook to furnish the reports of this body; but 
here was an exemption from this usual requisition. 
The Senate had refused to authorize the payment 
for this work, as all other work was done and paid 
for. Here, a reporter had presented himself, with- 
out any establishment, without any preparation, 
calling himself a doctor, with a peculiar stress on 
the word, a perfect stranger, to whom eighteen thou- 
sand dollars was to be advanced, at a time when not 
a single member of the body could draw a per diem. 
We had asked foran inquiry to be made into the 
cause ofall this. He had heard nothing to show 
that this case was not to be considered as of the 
same character with other payments. He wanted 
light on the subject. Gentlemen on the other side 
had refused to give him any. He had asked for a 
committee to investigate the matter; and he was ata 
loss to know why this was met by such a perse- 
vering negative. 


Mr. TURNEY asked for the ayes and noes on 


|| his motion for reference, and they were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 15, noes 28. 


The resolution was then read a third time, and 
passed. 


Mr. BENTON then submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies over for consideration on the 
first day of the next session: 


Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Senate to 
employ James A. Houston to report the debates of the Sen- 
ate for the thirtieth Congress be, and the same is hereby, 
rescinded: because the said resolution was introduced and 
adopted without the examination of a committe, and with- 
out giving to other reporters or editors of papers any oppor- 
tunity to do the same work: also, because, in confining its 
appointment to the said Houston, and refusing to permit 
the names of any others to be inserted as a mere alternative 
choice, giving to the said Houston the extraordinary aid of 
$18,000 for two sessions only, the other reporters and presses, 
and such as said Houston may not choose to employ, will 
be virtually excluded from the business of reporting and 
printing the Senate debates, and individual Senators will lie 
at the mercy of said Houston: also, because the editors of 
the Daily Union, and their r, are, by the terms of the 
Senate on the resolution 
in relation to them, virtually excluded from being employed 
to print the debates of the Senate: also, because the sum 
allowed is double the amount heretofore asked by respon- 
sible printers in Washington city: also, because Blair & 
Rives are now faithfully and fully reporting the debates of 
both Houses of , and for one-third of the sum (for 
the Senate debates) which is allow the said Houston: 
also, because the rule of requiring rity for the perform- 
ance of the contract has been with in the case of 
the said Houston, who is a new comer in this city and with- 
out any visible responsibility: also, because Blair & Rives 
are now under contract and under bond in the sum of 
$10,000 to report the debates of the Senate fully and accu- 
rately, as revised by the speakers, and are now in the fair 
execution of said contract: also, because the said sum of 
— cannot be taken from the contingent fund of the 

nate without preventing payments from being made to 
persons and for objects entitled to receive it, or unless a 
new appropriation shall be made by the two Houses of 
Congress. ~ 


ad 
gag ANS eae 
oe ne 


% 

+ 

ue 
ts 
8 
ee 


conte: 2 


ae? 


ee 


t rae, 
v 
B 














Reem 


572 


ce tt te tht OA ee 


SUSPENSION OF SEVENTEENTH JOINT RULE. 
The seventeenth joint rule, which declares that 


‘no bill or resolution that shall have passed the | 


House of Representatives and the Senate shall be 
presented to the President of the United States, 
for his approbation, on the last day of the session,”’ 
was, on motion, suspended, 


MINESOTA. 
On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of the bill to establish 
the territorial government of Minesota. 


al CL 


| 
| 


The bill being before the Senaic as in committee | 


of the whole, 


Mr. EVANS asked what was the population of | 


Minesota? 

Mr. ASHLEY said it was estimated at about 
six thousand. 

Mr. EVANS. Had there been any application 
from the inhabitants for the establishment of a 
government? 

Mr. ASHLEY said that he was not informed 
of any. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired to know when 
there had been an enumeration. 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY said there had been no enumer- 
ation, because there had been no government estab- 
lished. 

Mr. EVANS. 
any surveys made? 


Mr. ASHLEY replied in the negative. It was 


mtended to send a surveyor into the terri ter | . . . . . 
yor into the territory after | executive business, and remained therein until the 


hour of four, when a gecess was taken until six || 
| o’clock p. m. 


the passage of this bill. 


Mr. EVANS did not doubt that it was intended | 


to create offices. 


He moved to lay | 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE made a few inaudible re- | 


marks, Hewasunderstood to say, that he thought 


the population was not one-tenth of the number | 


stated. It consisted chiefly of persons employed 
by the fur company at Fond du Lac. The terri- 
tory was within the boundary of Wisconsin. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
laid on the table. 

TREATIES WITH CHINA AND TURKEY. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill from the House 
to carry into effect certain provisions in the treaties 
between the United States and China and the Otto- 
man Porte, giving certain judicial powers to minis- 
ters and consuls of the United States in those 
countries. 

Mr. EVANS, at the request of the Secretary of 
State, moved to amend the bill by inserting an ap- 
propriation for a consul general in Egypt; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON made a few remarks on the 
legal operation of the third section of the bill, 





enjoyment of all the rights of which he was de- | 


_prived by the passage of said resolution. 

| Mr. A. asked that the resolution be now con- 
| sidered, 

| Mr. EVANS objected, and it was laid over un- 
| der the rule. 
CITY OF MADISON, INDIANA. 

_ The Senate proceeded to consider, as in com- 
| mittee of the whole, the bill relinquishing to the 
-T of Madison, in the State of Indiana, all the 
rig t and title of the United States to certain strips 
of unsurveyed land lying within the limits of said 

and bordering on the Ohio river. 


city, 
No amendment being made, the bill was report- | 
| ed to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading, || 


and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 
| and passed. 


THE FLORIDA TREATY. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


j 


| 
' ; 


| 


i 
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Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the | 
| Judiciary, reported a bill further to carry into effect 


the provisions and stipulations of the ninth article 


of the Florida treaty, with respect to certain losses | 


of Spanish subjects in West Florida; which was | 


read, and passed to a second reading. 


COMMITTEES DISCHARGED. 
The several standing committees were, on mo- 
tions severally made, discharged from the further 


|, consideration of all subjects referred to them and 
Had there been lands sold, or | 


not reported on. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate then went into the consideration of 





EVENING SESSION. 

The bill from the House modifying the sub- 
treasury act was received, with information that 
the House had suspended the 16th joint rule. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the 16th joint rule be 


up. 

| Mr. BADGER hoped the rule would not be sus- 
Here was a bill brought in at a late hour | 
on the last day of the session, when there had | 
been ample time to have sent it in at a much earlier 


| ed. 


pended. 


date. 
Mr. SEVIER thought it would be discourteous 


to the House not to suspend the rule when that | 


body had asked it. 
The question was taken and decided in the af- 


| firmative: Ayes 23, noes 13. 


The bill was read a first time by its title, and 





Mr. DIX suggested the propriety of taking “a 
| question separately on the amendments, 


| Mr. MANGUM had no objection, 


Mr. WEBSTER modified his motion by makin 
it a motion to non-concur in the report of the chew 
| mittee of conference; and the motion being agreed 
| to, the Senate refused to concur. 

| Mr. MANGUM moved that another committee 
| of conference should be appointed, which was 
| agreed to. 

| Mr. ARCHER moved that the Chair appoint 
the committee, and announce the names to the 


| Senate, which was agreed to, 


The CHAIR announced Mr. Dix, Mr. Evans 
and Mr. Baneer, as the committee. : 

Mr EVANS, on the part of the committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes to the amend- 
ments on the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government, 

mane a report thereon; which report was concur- 
red in, 

The joint resolution to authorize the President 
of the United States to employ public vessels to 
transport food to the suffering poor of Ireland and 
| Scotland, was taken up and passed. 

The amendment of the House to the bill for the 


| relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones was concur- 
|| red in. 


i| 
i} 
|| the construction of four naval steamships, and the 
| i 
1 


j 
| 
| 
} 
} 
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The Senate then took up the bill to authorize 


amendments of the House were concurred in. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the joint reso- 
lution authorizing the purchase of land for the use 
of the armory at Harper’s Ferry. Passed. 
A resolution was submitted by Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN, and adopted, authorizing the assistant door- 
_ keeper to convey the remains of the late Alexan- 


| der Barrow, to the State of Louisiana, when 


|| requested by his widow. 
| __A like resolution was submitted by Mr. SE- 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
1 
i 
| 
| 
| 


VIER, and adopted, authorizing the conveyance 


| of the remains of the late Mr. Pennybacker, of 
suspended, in order to allow the bill to be taken | 


Virginia. 

The Senate then took up the private calendar, 
and passed every private bill that originated in the 
House, with the exception of that for the relief of 
David Myerle. 

After an executive session, the Senate adjourn- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


i] Wenpnespay, March 3, 1847. 
| 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
| Mr. PILLSBURY rose and asked leave to change 


| on the question, ** Shall the bill have asecond read- || his vote on the amendment of the Senate in relation 


|| ing ?”? 


which he regarded as infringing on the Constitu- || 


tion. 
Mr. WEBSTER thought it probable that some 


legislation under the existing treaty with China | 


was necessary. Ele would not desire to sanction 
the principle that American citizens might be hung 


or five assessors. 
letting the bill lie over until next session, and moved 
to lay it oy the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY explained, that by our treaty 


with China, we refused to let our citizens be pun- | 
So it was also in | 


ished under the Chinese laws. 
Turkey. Should one of our citizens kill a Chi- 
nese, the eflect would be to break u 
course between the two countries. The law of 
China is, that whoever takes the life of another 
must forfeit his own. This bill gave to our con- 
sul the same powers which were possessed by the 
British consul. He would suggest, however, 
whether the bill might not be so amended as to 
empower the consul to send the criminal home, 
instead of putting him to death. This might sat- 
isfy the Chinese; as they would reasonably expect 
that his punishment would be inflicted according 
to our laws. 
The bill was then laid on the table. 


EDITOR OF THE UNION. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: « 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 13th of Feb- 
ruary last,’by which the Senate expelled Thomas 
Ritchie from the floor of the Senate, be, and it 
is hereby, rescinded, and that the said Thomas 
Ritchie be, and he is hereby, restored to the full 


all inter- || 


|| 
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} he had but recently looked into the rule, he thought 


| the opinion of the Senate on t 


precludes the second reading of a bill the same day 
on which it is introduced. So the bill was lost. 
Mr. DIX, from the committee of conference on 
the part of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendment to the bill to 
appoint general officers, made a report on the same; 


* i > “ > ° 
after an examination by our consul and some four || eer Will the Senate concur in 
He suggested the propriety of | eo 


Mr. WEBSTER wished to know what was the 
exact position of the amendment giving the Presi- 


s || to the “‘Amistad.”’ Mr. P. had voted in the nega- 
Mr. BADGER objected, under the rule which || tive. 


He now desired to vote in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could change 
his vote only by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. PILLSBURY moved to suspend the rules 


so that he might have bis vote changed. 
| ‘The SPEAKER said that the motion was un- 


| necessary, as the application of the gentleman would 
appear on the Journal. 
Mr. DANIEL asked leave to make a report 


dent the power to appoint a junior officer to com- || from the Committee of Claims. 


mand a senior. He desired to know if this power 
was to be conferred without previously obtaining 
he subject ? 

Mr. DLX said the report was in the hands of 
the Senate. The committee of the Senate had met 
the conferees on the part of the House, and the re- 
port was before the Senate. It proposed that the 
Senate recede from its disagreement to this amend- 
ment of the House. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate adhere 
to its disagreement. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said that the principle im- 
bodied in the amendment of the House was in vio- 
lation of all military rules. 

Mr. MANGUM suggested that a motion to ad- 
here was not now strictly in order. He was op- 

sed to the amendment of the House. Without 

aving any very clear opinion on the subject, as 


| the true course would be to vote a non-concurrence 


it 
ii 


} 


with the report of the committee of conference. 
We might then int another committee of con- 
| ference. The bill authorizing the ten additional 
| regiments of regulars could not go into operation 
without the officers authorized by this bill. 


' 


ie 


the unfinished business of yesterday. 


| ~ Mr. HENLEY objected, and moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the committees be call- 

ed for reports. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the House proceed to 





The SPEAKER announced that when the House 

adjourned last night the previous on was Op- 

| erating on the motion of Mr. McHenry that the 

| House recede from its amendment to the Senate 
| bill providing for an additional number of 

oii, GARRETT DAVIS inquired if the pre 

r. if the pre 

vious ion, when seconded, set aside the busi- 
ness of the morning hour. _ - we 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Horxus presiding,) 00 
examination, decided that itdid not- 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that having in vain en- 
deavored to get any action on the bill m the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, he moved to suspend 
the rules for the pu of enabling him to move 
a resolution instructing the Committee of Ways 
and Means to repc bill for the relief of Ire- 
land; which 1 was decided in the negative: 


, nays 102. 
‘mee LL inquired of the chairman of the 





Mr. CA 
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1847. 


a 
Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. ee if || 
the committee had acted on the bill for the relief of || 
the sufferers in Ireland and Scotland. 

| 


Mr. McGAUGHEY asked that the House take 
up and act on the resolution reported by the Com- | 
mittee of Elections in relation to the rights to seats | 
of certain members. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order at 

js time. 
ae KAUFMAN moved to take up the joint 
resolution from the Senate granting the use of cer- 
tain ships of war to transport provisions to the 
suffering people of Ireland and Scotland. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order at |) 

resent, 

Committees were then called for reports; when 

Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to which was referred the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of naval pensions for 
the year ending June 30, 1848, with the amend- 
ment of the Senate thereto, reported the same with 
amendments, viz: 

Strike out the item “‘ providing for the payment 
of pensions under the privateer pension fund,” and 
add to the Senate amendment a provision autho- 
rizing the President to use out of any money ap- 
propriated by the civil and diplomatic bill, the navy 
appropriation, or the army appropriation bill, not || 
exceeding in amount the sum of $3,000,000, to 
be used to aid in the negotiation of a peace with 
Mexico. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a question of order, 
stated that the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina (the chairman of the 
committee) had not been authorized by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and had never been 
heard by that committee. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopkins presiding) ruled 
the amendment out of order; from which an appeal 
was taken. 

The question was stated and 
viz: Shall the decision of the 
judgment of the committee? 

It was decided by yeas and nays, a large ma- 
jority voting to sustain the Chair. 

The question was then put on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate, and it was agreed to. 
So the bill stands passed. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, made a report on the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in answer to a reso- 
lution of the House of the 8th of December last, 
(Mr. Rarupun’s,) in relation to secret agents of the 
Sarwan The report was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to offer 
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hair stand as the 


THE CONGRESSION 





| Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Catheart, 
| Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Cullom, Cum- 


| Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Har- 


| sentative since his acceptance of an appointment in 





aresolution. It was objected to. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the rules; 
two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of W. Hogan, admin- 
istrator of Michael Hogan, deceased; read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, to which was 
referred the Senate amendments to the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones, reported the 
same back to the House, recommending that the 
a disagree to the Senate’s amendments to said 

tl, 

Mr. MORRIS moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Disagreed to: Yeas 76, nays 81. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GILES moved the previous question; which 
was not seconded. 

The morning hour having expired— 

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken 
up, viz: the question on ordering the main ques- 
tion on the motion of Mr. McHewry, that the 
House recede from their amendment to the Senate 
bill authorizing an additional number of general 
officers, i. e. Will the House concur with the Sen- 
ate in their amendment disagreeing to the amend- 
ment of the House authorizing the President to de- 
signate and one of the major — to be 

exico. 


assi 
oommenaiaaaanie of the army in 
question was decided by yeas and nays as 





The 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Basa, Manes 
Ashmun, Barri Bell, Milton Brown, Burt, W. 
me Caries JohnH. Campbell ee Ce 


Ys 
Chapman, Cooke, . , Crozier, 
Delano, Dixen, Dockery, John Hi. 


| from the State of Arkansas. 


Hale, Hampton, Harper, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, I] 
John W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub- |! 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt. Joseph R. Ingersoll, An- || 
drew Johnson, D. P, King, Levin, Lewis, Long, McClelland, | 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, 


| Newton, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Julius Rock- || 


AL GLOBE. 


— 


| Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, || Mr. Winmor, 


well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, || 
Seddon, Severance, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, || 
Caleb B. Smith, Strohm, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, | 


Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Wood- 
ward, Wright, and Young—®2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Bedinger, James 
Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 


mins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, 
Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellett, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, 


manson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, G. 8. Houston, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph | 
Johnson, G. W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, | 
Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, 
McClean. McDaniel, Joseph J. MeDowell, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Pillsbury, Rath- 
bun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, 
Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
worth, and Yost—105, 


So the amendment of the Senate was disagreed 


to. 
The remaining amendments of the Senate were 
read, viz: striking out the amendments of the 
House. 

The question was put separately on each amend- 
ment, and they were severally disagreed to. 

So the House insisted on their amendments. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, a committee of con- 
ference on the part of the House was appointed to | 
confer with a similar committee on the Senate’s 
part on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill authorizing the appointment of an ad- 
ditional number of general officers. 

The bill for the relief of Francis Summeraner 
was read the third time and passed. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the House 
resolve itself into committee on the Three Million | 
Bill of the Senate. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY rose to a question of priv- | 
ilege. He moved to take up the report and reso- | 
lutions of the Committee of Elections in regard to 
the right of Epwarp D. Baker and Tuomas W. | 
Newron to seats as Representatives in the 29th 
Congress. 

The first resolution declares that Epwarn D. 
Baxer has not been entitled toa seat asa Repre- 





the volunteer service. 
The second resolution declares that THomas Ww. 
Newron is entitled to a seat as the Representative 


The question was put, and the House refused to 
take up the report and resolutions. 


Mr. RAMSEY moved a resolution suspending 
the 17th joint rule for the purpose of presenting to 
the President for his approval certain bills. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES moved to amend the 
resolution so as to include *‘such other bills as 
might be passed this day.’’ Agreed to: Yeas 91, | 
<= 56. 

he resolution as amended was then agreed to. 
THE THREE MILLION BILL. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Coss in the 
chair,) and took up the Three Million Bill as it 
passed the Senate. 

Mr. WILMOT moved to add to the bill the 
clause generally known as the Wilmot proviso, in 
the following words: 

“ Provided, That there shall be neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude in any territory on the continent of Amer- 
ica which shall hereafter be acquired by or annexed to the 
United States by virtue of this appropriation, or in any other 
manner whatever, except for crimes, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted: Pro always, it every 
person ng into such territory from whom labor or ser- 
vice is ully claimed in any one of the United States, 

fugitive may be lawfully claimed and conveyed out of 
said territory to the power claiming his or her labor or ser- 
” 


vice. * 
Mr.GRAHAM moved tc amend Mr. Witmor’s 
Fakes by striking out all after “‘ provided,” and 
ing— 


be acquired by the United States from 
« co, the Missur Sete tine of 3" 20 ata be ex- 
od neath of that fine wad allowed somth of 1. 
to: Ayes 64, noes 96. _ 
The question on the proviso moved by 


| inger, Benton, James Black, J. A. 
| Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, 
| John H. Campbell, Catheart, 
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and it was agreed to: Ayes 90, noes 
The committee then rose and reported the bill. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question was 
ordered and put, viz: Will the House agree to the 
amendment reported by the Committee of the 
Whole? (the Wilmot proviso.) It was decided in 
the negative by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS—Measrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Anderson, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Benton, Brinkerhoff, William W. Camp- 
bell, Join H. Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, Collamer, Collin, 
Cranston, Cummins, Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dixon, Dunlap, Etisworth, John H. Ewing, Foot, Fries, 
Giddings, Gordon, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, 
Harper, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, 


| Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 


Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Kennedy, D. P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, 
Levin, Lewis, McClelland, Jos. J. MeDowell, McGaughey, 
Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 
Perrill, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Ritter, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, 
Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, 
Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Vance, Vinton, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Wood, Wright, and Yost—97. 

NAYS—Messrs, Stephon Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, James Black, James A. Black, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, M. Brown, 
William G. Brown, Burt, Jobn G. Chapman, Augustus A, 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Cocke, 
Cotirell, Crozier, Callom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan,’ 
Garrett Davis, Dockery, Douglass, Edsall, Eliett, Erdman, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foster, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Graham, 
Harmanson, Henley, Hilliard, Isane E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Thomas B. King, Leake, 
Leffier, La Sere, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, McClean, Mc- 
Daniel, McHenry, McKay, Joho P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 
Morris, Morse, Newton, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, 


Perry, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Russell, Saw- | 


yer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simp- 
son, Robert Smith, Stanton, Strong, Thomasson, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, 
Trumbo, Wick, Woodward, Woodworth, and Young—102, 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WILMOT moved to lay the bill upon the 
table; which motion was decided by yeas and nays: 
Yeas 87, nays 114. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

The previous question was moved and seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put, viz: Shall 
the bill pass? It was decided in the affirmative by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, mg 
Black, Bowdon, Bo 


Bed- 
wlin, 


Al tus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Culiom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Da n, De Mott, Dobbin, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellett, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Fieklin, Fries, arvin, Giles, Gordon, Harmar- 
son, Henley, Isaac B. Hohnes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
Hunter, Charies J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnsor, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sen- 
born Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, 
La Sere, L , Lumpkin, MeClean, MeClelland, McCrate, 
McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martian, Morris, Morse, Newton, Niven, Norris, 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Seammon, Seddon, 
Alexander D, Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Robert 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, James Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Ti Towns, Tred- 
way, Wick, Williams, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost 

5, 


—115, 
NAYS—Messrs. Ab John Quincey Ada Arnold 
Bell, Brinkerhott ‘Mitton Brown, But. 
. Campbell, !, John G. Chapman, 


Ashmun, Barringer 

fington, William Ww. 

Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Delano, Dix- 

on, Dockery, Jobin H. Ew , Edwin H. Ewing Foot, Gen- 

try, Giddings, Graham, Gritinell, Grover Hale Hamlin, 
ampton Tr, Elias ‘olmes 

Joun'W. Hosen, Pound D. Fiudson, Washing. 


ton Hunt, Joseph R. , 
Thomas Butler 


Ki om Lg ge 


Mclivaine, Marsh 


’ ton, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, J Roekwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Root, Runk an, » Truman 


aston, Henjamin upon Trani, Vance, Vins ent- 
See are Oe are INNeN We om, 

So the three million bill was passed. 

A motion was made to reconsider the vote just 
taken on the foregoiog bill, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 

THE SUB-TREASURY. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Corp in 
the chafr.) 


for 
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safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement, of the 
public revenue. Agreed to. 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. SEA- 
MAN and DROMGOOLE; when, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Mr. McKAY moved the usual resolution to 
close all debate in Committee of the Whole ir 
thirty minutes after the committee shall again re- 
sume its session. 

Which resolution was agreed to. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whoie, and the debate was continued by Messrs. 
J. R. INGERSOLL and W. W. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT moved to amend 
the first section by striking out the same, and in- 
serung, “That an act entitled * An act to provide 
for the better organization of the Treasury, and 


for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- | 


bursement of the public revenue,’ approved Au- 
gust 6, 1846, be and the same is hereby repealed.’’ 
Disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend 
the second section by inserting between the word 
* payment”? and the words “ he may be so per- 
mitted,”? the words “or prefers to receive any 
drafis or notes of any person or corporation,’ so 
as to leave it optional with any public creditor to 
receive ‘Treasury drafts at par, or notes of persons 
or corporauvions, 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he could not for- 
bear calling the attention of the Elouse to this sec- 
ond section of the bill. It furnished an admirable 
illustration of the financial policy of the Adminis- 
tration. ‘The Government was to receive from its 
debtors nothing but gold and silver or treasury 
notes at par; but when it came to its creditors, the 
case was to be changed. If the Government had 
no gold and silver, and its notes were at a dis- 
count, the creditor was to be forced to take the 
notes at par, or to go without his payment. The 
coolness with which this was held out as a positive 
privilege to the creditor was quite amusing. If the 
credit. prefers depreciated paper to nothing, (this 
section provides,) he shall be permitted to receive 
such paper! ‘To this complexion it had come at 
last. The Government was to turn banker, to be 
come a grand dealer in paper money, and to be al- 
lowed to pay its debts in its own depreciated notes. 
Thus at last were accomplished the predictions 
that the sub-treasury system was only a Govern- 
ment bank in disguise, and a bank, as it now ap- 
peared, which was to be authorized to commence 
its career by dealing in a depreciated currency. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend 
the third section by adding the following proviso; 
which was disagreed to: 

“ Provided, also, ‘That the Secretary of War and Secreta- 
ry of the Navy shall not be hereby authorized to issue any 
of said notes or drafts as a paper currency or medium ot 
exchange in sums of less amount than five dollars each.” 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to add, at the 
end of the third section, “‘And whenever an amount 
of specie exceeding $4,000,000 shall be found in 
the treasury of the United States, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to invest such 
surplus in Government stock.’’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to strike 
out the third section of the bill. Disagreed to. 

Mr. RIPLEY moved to strike out the word 
‘thereof,’ in the third section, and insert in its 
lieu the words “ of such coin.’’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved as an amendment to this 


bill the Senate bill of last session, to establish a 


branch mint of the United States in the city of 
New York. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the 
amendment, as follows; which was agreed to: 


“4nd be it further enacted, That whenever the treasurer 
shall be appointed, named in the ninth section of this act, 
all moneys, books, and papers in the hands of the assistant 
treasurer in the city of New York shall be transferred to the 
treasurer of the branch mint established by this act; and 
suid branch mint shall thereafter be the place of deposite for 
the public moneys instead of the rooms now used in the 
custom-house ; and the treasurer of said branch mint shall 
be subject to all the provisions contained in an act entitled 
‘An act to provide for the better organization of the treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
mentof the public revenue,’ approved August 6, 1846, which 
relate to the treasurer of the branch mint at New Orleans.” 


The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment as amended, when— 

The hour appointed for taking a recess having 
arrived, the chair was vacated until five o’clock. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


EVENING SESSION. 

The question had recurred, when the recess took 
»lace, on Mr. Seaman’s amendment as amended. 
t was now put, and the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend 


the bill by adding the following; which was disa- 


greed to: 


“See. 8. And he it further enaeted, That in all cases pro- 
vided for in this act in which the officers of the Government 


| Of the United States are authorized to pay any public credit- 


or the sums due bim in any other manner than in gold and 
silver coin, the said several officers shall not require in pay- 
ment of duties or for the public lands gold and silver coin 
only, but the same kind of currency may be received as is 
authorized to be paid by the officers of the Government.” 


Mr. I. E. HOLMES moved a new section au- 


thorizing and providing for the establishment of a |! 
| branch mint at Charleston, South Carolina. 


Dis- 
agreed to. 
The committee then rose and reported the bill. 
Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; and 
under its operation the amendments of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were concurred in. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to lay the | 


bill on the table; which motion was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 42, nays 75. 

The question recurring on the passage of the 
bill, it was put, and the bill was passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

The title was amended by adding ‘ and to estab- 
lish a branch mint in the city of New York.” 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the sixteenth joint 
rule was suspended, on the part of the House, for 
the purpose of sending the foregoing bill to the 
Senate. 

Mr. BOYD, from the Committee of Conference 
on the part of the House, appointed to confer with 
a similar committee on the part of the Senate on 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill | 


providing for the appointment of an additional 
number of general officers for the army in Mexico, 
made a report. 

The report was read. The principal and most 
important recommendation it made was that the 


| Senate recede from their disagreement to the fourth 


| resume its session. 


amendment of the House, authorizing the Presi- 
dent to designate and assign one of the major gene- 
rals, without respect to date of commission, &c., to 
be commander-in-chief of our army in Mexico. 
Some discussion followed the reading, in which 
Messrs. ASHMUN, CARROLL, C. J. INGER- 


SOLL, SIMS of South Carolina, BAYLY, and | 


WOODWORTH, took part. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, and the main question was ordered 
to be put, viz: Will the House concur with the 
Committee of Conference in their report? and it was 
decided in the affirmative: Yeas 92, nays 68. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Hamuin in the chair,) and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the Senate providing for the building 
and equipment of four naval steamships, together 
with the amendments proposed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs of the House. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. T. B. 
KING, GARRETT DAVIS, and MILLER, took 
part; after which the committee rose and reported 
progress, 

Mr. T. B. KING moved the usual resolution 
closing the debate in committee on the war steamer 
bill in ten minutes after the committee shall again 
Agreed to. 

The House again resolved itself into committee 
on the bill, and ‘the debate was continued by Mr. 
DOUGLASS until the expiration of the time al- 
lowed for debate. 

The amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was then agreed to, and the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill as amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question was 
ordered, viz: Will the House concur with the 
Committee of the Whole in their amendment? 

The question was put, and the amendment 
agreed to. 


“The bill was then read a third time and passed, 


/ and returned to the Senate. 


it 


The bill from the Senate relinquishing to the 
city of Madison, in the State of Indiana, a strip 
of land lying on the Ohio river, &c., was taken 
up, read three times, and passed. 

The joint resolution of the Senate for lighting 


| with gasthe Capitol and Capitol grounds was taken 


up, read three times, and passed. 


| 
| 








| 
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The amendment of the Senate to the bill for the 
reduction of costs and expenses of proceedings jn 
admiralty against ships and vessels was concurred 
in. So the bill stands passed. : 

The joint resolution concerning the purchase of 
additional land for the use of the armory at Har. 
per’s Ferry and Springfield was taken up, read the 
third time, and passed. 

___The joint resolution authorizing the employment 
| of the United States ships Macedonian and James. 
_ town to transport provisions to the suffering poor 


in Ireland and Scotland was taken up; and, after 
some remarks by Messrs. WINTHROP and HIL- 
LIARD— 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved the previous question: 
_and, under its operation, the joint resolution was 
| ordered to be read a third time. 
| _ After some remarks by Messrs. C. J. INGER- 
| SOLL, JACOB THOMPSON, STANTON, and 
| J. R. INGERSOLL— 

The previous question was moved, and, under 
| its operation, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to reconsider the yote 
| just taken on the passage of the resolution, and 
| also moved to lay that motion on the table; which 
| latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PAYNE asked leave to offer a resolution. 
| Objected to. 
| Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to discharge the 


| Committee of the Whole, but waived the motion 
|| in order to enable 


|| The SPEAKER to present the bill reorganizing 


| the Indian Department of the United States, which 
| had been returned from the Senate with sundry 


|| amendments. 
|| ‘The amendments of the Senate were read and 


| concurred in; and the bill stands passed. 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
| Executive communications; which were read and 
| laid on the table. 


The question was then put on Mr. Briy«er- 
| HOFF’s motion to discharge the committee from the 
| joint resolution of the Senate to refund to the sev- 
| eral States moneys advanced for volunteers, and 
| agreed to. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose to a 
question of order. The gentleman from Ohio 
moved to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
on the ground that the resolution involved no ap- 
propriation. Mr. H. inquired where the money 
was to come from that is proposed to be refunded 
by this resolution? 

The CHAIR decided that the resolution did in- 
volve an appropriation. 
| The resolution was then recommitted to a Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 


COMPLIMENT TO THE SPEAKER, 


Mr. VINTON rose and said : I avail myself of 
the temporary absence of the Presiding Officer of 
| the House to make a motion which I am sure will 
be acceptable to us all. In testimony of the respect 
and good will of the House, I offer for its adoption 
a resolution of thanks to the Speaker. It is drawn 
up in the language in which other resolutions have 
been presented on similar occasions. I believe it 
has been usual to present the resolution of thanks 
without remark or commendation other than what 
is expressed on the face of the resolution itself. 
But I hope I shall not be thought too far to en- 
croach on the usage, in such cases if I say, in one 
word, that personally it gives me great pleasure to 
offer this resolution, and that the ability, fidelity, 
dignity, and, above all—and far better than all 
these—the impartiality with which the Speaker has 
discharged the duties of his office, richly merit what 
I doubt not will be accorded to him, the unanimous 
thanks of the House. , 

Mr. V. then sent to the Clerk’s table a resolu- 
tion, which presented the thanks of the House to 
the Hon. Jonw W. Davis, for the able, dignified, 
and impartial manner in which he has disc rged 
his duties as Presiding Officer of this House for 
the 29th Congress. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS and Mr. ISAAC E. 
HOLMES rose and seconded the resolution, and 
it was passed by a unanimous vote. 

Mr. McKAY, from the committee on conference 
on the part of the House, appointed to confer with 
a similar committee on the part of the Senate, on 
| the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
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i} and diplomatic appropriation bill, made a re- 
ae which was read and concurred in. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole. Agreed to. 


ind the House accordingly resolved itself into | 
Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Coss in the chair.) 


Mr. d “Yi 
reculate the diplomatic intercourse o 


States. Di reed to. 
Mr. GROVER moved to take up the Senate bill 
toamend an act entitled ‘* An act to raise for a lim- 


the United 


HILLIARD moved to take = the bill to | 


TH 


ited time an additional military force, and for other || 


urposes.” Agreed to. : 

The bill was read and concurred in. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to take up the 
joint resolution of the Senate to refund to certain 


States moneys advanced for the equipment and | 


transportation of volunteers for the 
Agreed to. : 
The resolution was read and concurred in. 


exican war. 


Mr. ROBERTS moved to take up a Senate bill | 


(title not heard.) Disagreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to take up Senate bill to 
urchase the manuscript papers of the late James 
Madison. Disagreed to. 

Mr. DANIEL moved to take up the Senate bills 
in their order. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the committee rise. 
Agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
the bill and joint resolution acted on. 


On motion of Mr. BOYD, another committée 
of conference on the part of the House was ap- 
pointed to confer with a similar committee on the 
part of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendments to the bill autho 
rizing the appointment of an additional number of 
general officers for the army in Mexico, the Senate 
having disagreed to the report of their former com- 
mittee. 

The Senate bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An 
act to raise for a limited time an additional military 
force, and for other purposes,” was taken up, and 
read the third time and passed. 


The joint resolution of the Senate refunding to 
certain States moneys advanced for the equipment 
and transportation of volunteers for the Mexican 
war, was taken up, and read the third time and 
passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paul 
Jones was taken up. 

The question was put on concurring with the 
Senate in their amendment, and disagreed to. 

Mr. PAYNE called up the resolution authori- 
zing the Clerk to pay John Lee a certain amount 
(sum not known) for services as hostler and keep- 
er of the public stables. 

Mr. FOSTER moved to amend the resolution 
by adding an additional resolution authorizing and 
directing the Clerk to pay to the officers, messen- 
gers, pages, and laborers, the same amount allow- 
ed a paid by the Senate to their officers, mes- 
sengers, &c., for extra services at the close of the 
present session. [Note. The name of the Clerk 
was omitted among the other officers at his special 
request. 

he combaaa was agreed to: Ayes 95, noes 
29; and the resolution as amended was then agreed 
to, 

A motion was made to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill from the Senate was passed relin- 
—— to the city of Madisonville, in the State of 
ndiana, a strip of landlying on the Ohio river; and, 
after some remarks by Messrs. COLLAMER, 
HENLEY, and C. B. SMITH, the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the calendar of private Senate 
bills, (Mr. McCextanp in the chair.) 

A pa resolution for the relief of Orlando Salt- 
marsh and William Fuller was taken up to be re- 
ported to the House. 

Mr. GROVER moved that the committee rise. 
Disagreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes was 
then taken up. 

_Mr. THURMAN moved that the committee 
rise. Agreed to. 











The committee rose and reported. 
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Mr. BAYLY, who made some remarks in rela- 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved to suspend || tion to the bill providing for the purchase of the 
the rules, so.as to enable him to make a motion to | y ; 
|, the demand for the previous question. 


admit the ladies on the floor of the House. 


A call of the House was moved, but withdrawn |, 1 . 
|| House adjourn sine die; which motion was decided 
| Mr.SCHENCK, who submitted some remarks, |, in the negative: Yeas 33, nays 83. 
_and afterwards moved to go into committee and ||! 
| take up Mrs. Madison’s bill, Mrs. Hamilton’s bill, || privilege, and asked leave to offer a resolution. It 
,and Mrs. McRea’s bill. 


at the request of— 


The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order 
pending the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CHAPMAN withdrew the motion to sus- 
pend the rules. 


Mr. HENLEY asked leave to offer a resolution. || 


It was objected to. 


Mr. HENLEY moved to suspend the rules, to | 
enable him to offer the resolution providing for the | 


printing of 2,000 copies of the report of the Com- 


‘missioner of Patents for the use of the Patent Of- 
fice, and 5,000 copies for the use of the members || 
| of the House. 


| 
| 


The rules were suspended, and the resolution | 


was read and agreed to. 


The joint resolution to prohibit the sale at pri- 
vate entry of certain land in the city of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, which had been returned from the Senate, 
with an amendment, was taken up. 

Mr.STANTON opposed the bill, and was speak- 


ing to it, when he gave way, to enable the House | 


to take up the message of the Senate, communica- 
ting the report.of the committee of conference on 
the bill to authorize the appointment of an addi- 
tional number of general officers, &c. 

The report was read. Its principal and most 
important recommendation is, that the House re- 
cede from its amendment authorizing the Presi- 
dent to designate and assign one of the major gen- 
erals, without regard to date of commission, &c., 


| 


| 


Madison papers, and concluded by withdrawing 


Mr. JONES then renewed his motion that the 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a question of 


was objected to. 

Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked that the resolution might be read. 

The reading was objected to, but is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means are hereby directed to report forthwith to 


_ this House the Senate bill referred to them for the 


relief of Ireland. 
There were many points of order as to the right 


| to have the resolution read for information, &c., 


| and the discussion on these questions was still going 


' on, when— 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON, from the commit- 
tee appointed to wait on the President to ascertain 
if he had any further communication to make to 
Congress, made a report. 


Mr. COBB then moved that the House adjourn, 


| sine die. 


The question was put and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 


SPEAKER’S VALEDICTORY. 
The SPEAKER then rose and addressed the 
House as follows: 


GENTLEMEN: By the vote just taken you have 
determined that the 29th Congress shall now close 


| its labors, and the members composing it are to be 


separated, many of them forever. This separation 


| is painful to many of us: I trust it is so to all, for 


| that we part as enemies. 


provided for in the bill, to be commander-in-chief )) 


of the army in Mexico. 
Mr. BOYD moved the previous question; and, 
under its operation, the report was concurred in. 
Mr. STANTON resumed and concluded his re- 


marks on the joint resolution to prohibit the sale || 


we met as friends. It cannot, it must not be, 
If, unhappily, any un- 


kind feelings shall have been engendered within 


' this Hall, during the excitement of debate or of 


at private entry of certain lands in the city of Cin- | 


cinnati, Ohio. 


and, under its operation, the amendment of the | 


Senate was concurred in, and the resolution stands 
passed. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 


ored to take up the bill to purchase the Madison 
papers. 

The attempt was ineffectual, and the committee 
rose for want of a quorum. 

A call of the House was then moved, which mo- 
tion was decided by yeas and nays in the negative 


social intercourse, I conjure you as a friend and 
brother, that within these walls they now be for- 
ever buried and forgotten. 

This Congress has been one of unusual and mo- 
mentous interest—passing upon questions of war 


| and of peace—questions upon which difference of 
Mr. THURMAN moved the previous question; 


| opinion must of necessity exist, and upon which 


_ of opinion should exist. 


it is advantageous to the Repubtic that differences 
It prevents the abuses to 
which majorities so often tend, and excites a vigi- 


|| lance, a prudence, and a care always promotive of 
Whole, (Mr. Vance in the chair,) and endeav- || 


the best interests of the commonwealth. It is trite 
but true in politics, at least, that it is manly to dif- 


| fer, but childish to quarrel because we differ. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


by a large majority. But a quorum having voted, || 


The committee again resumed its session. 

On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the bill authorizing 
the purchase of the Madison papeys was taken up. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved t amend the bill 
by striking out the sum of ‘*$25,000”’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof ‘*45,000.”’ 

Mr. B. opposed the bill at some length, and was 
replied to by Mr. BAYLY. 


The question was taken on the amendment of || 


Mr. B. and it was rejected. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill. 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the table; 
which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, a committee on 
the part of the House, to join a similar committee 
on the part of the Senate, was appointed to wait 
on the President to ascertain if he had any com- 
munication to make to Congress. 

And it was also ordered that a message be sent 
to the Senate to inform that body that the House, 
having completed the business before it, was ready 
to adjourn sine die. : 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question on 
the bill to purchase the manuscript papers of the 
late James Madison. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved that the 
House adjourn sine die; but withdrew it at the re- 
quest of— 


a 


} 
j 
| 





i 


|| 


|| by your hands and sanctioned b 


it 


| 


} 
j 


) 


I have endeavored to the best of my ability to 
redeem the pledge I made you at the opening of 
this Congress, viz: that, in my official duties as 
Speaker, I should strive to know no party but the 
people, and no locality but the country. In how 
far I have failed to be thus governed must be left 
to and your constituents to determine. 

return to you, gentlemen, my sincere and heart- 
felt thanks for the resolution which you have 
adopted approbatory of my conduct as your pre- 
siding officer; and permit me to assure you that I 
view it not as a commonplace compliment, offered 
your voices, 
without your feeling what the resolution itself ex- 
presses. The kindness and courtesy, the forbear- 
ance and liberality, with which you have always 
treated me, teaches me that you feel what you 
have so kindly expressed; and, in return, I can sa 
that to each and every member of this body I 
entertain not only the kindest feelings, but there is 
implanted in my breast feelings of interest and 
attachment that shall only go out with my life. 

. To those gentlemen who have so kindly relieved 
me in the performance of the arduous duties of the 
chair, 1 am under particular and personal obliga- 
tions. 

And now, gentlemen, with a fervent hope that 
each of you may long live to enjoy the approval 
of your country, your consciences, and your con- 
stituents, I proceed to consummate your last official 
act by pronouncing this House adjourned without 
day. 

So the House adjourned. 
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Tus sheet completes the ConGRessionat Grose for the 2d session of the 29th Congress, except the index to it, which we 
expect to be able to send to subscribers within two weeks from this time. 

The Aprgenpix, which contains the speeches at length, written out or revised by the members themselves, we expect to 
complete by the 10th of April. The session was such a busy one, that the members could not find time to write out their 
speeches until it closed. Indeed most of the speeches have been so fully reported in the ConcresstonaL GLosg, that many of 
the members did not think it worth while to write out their speeches at all for the APPENDIX. 

All subscribers who have filed their papers, and have failed to receive any of the numbers, can have them supplied by Writing 
to us for them immediately, and paying the postage on their letters. 

We still have on hand surplus copies of the ConcressionaL Gtose’and AppENnDIX, for the session just ended, which we wil] 
dispose of at the original subseription price, that is, $2 for both, or $1 for either, during the session. 

We have also on hand, complete copies of the ConcressionaL Giose and Appenpix, from the commencement in 1833, 
up to this time, bound in 16 volumes, with Russia backs and corners, which we will sell for $59; or unbound for $43. 

The Concressionat Girone and Appenprx will be printed by us for the next (a long) session, for $2 each. We expect 
that each will contain fully 1300, and both together 2600 large quarto pages, as the two together made near 2500 pages the last 
long session; and it is our intention to report the proceedings more full in future than we have done hitherto, as both branches 


of Congress have made liberal subscriptions for them. B. & R. 








